85.11.04.B

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: ..though the object of our highest faith is of infinite in character, still
some conceptions of Him has been given by the men of experience in the ocean of faith. In the
ocean of faith, many have got their special experience and they're recorded. And through that we
can approach so many lighthouses, so so many sadhus their particular realisation, all these will
help us. But that must be bona fide. And not mere concoction that is imitation, to take experience
of these things and to thrust into the world of faith. The anomaly, that also may be possible there.
So very carefully, only through the line of the reliable sadhus we're to approach sadhu. Sadhu
sariga and the sadhu, the qualification of sadhu we must be careful to know. Their symptoms also
are given in the scriptures, who is a sadhu, and who is a disciple, enquirer, and what will be their
attitude. All these things are given.

And faith, not only to work in the material unconscious world that is subjective. And this is the
most important thing we're to remember, that the Infinite is subjective character. That can guide
us, that can be kind to us, be affectionate to us, all these things to be reckoned. He can guide, so
the validity of the revealed truth stands on this foundation. Not in the ascending method we shall
approach them, but He can come to our level to make Himself known. This is a very fundamental
and substantial question to understand, that He can come to us. And through faith only we can
come to that level, that the transcendental substance, the object of our enquiry through faith, He's
endowed with all power and all consciousness. And He's kind and benevolent and sweet, all these
things. Infinitely higher and we're infinitesimal very lower thing in comparison to Him.

So our attitude should be of that type. So the enquirer, the Sisya, what will be his real
symptom? Who is a real devotee? Who is a real seeker after truth, or the qualification of one who
is searching the truth? What is his qualification, his attitude, his nature? That is also given. And
what will be the /aksapa of Guru, the guide?

[tad viddhi pranijpatena,] pariprasnena sevaya
upadeksyanti te jianam, jidninas tattva darsinah

["You will be able to attain all this knowledge by satisfying the enlightened spiritual master
with prostrate obeisances, relevant enquiry, and sincere service. Great souls who are most expert in
scriptural knowledge and endowed with direct realisation of the Supreme Absolute Truth will teach
you that divine knowledge."] [Bhagavad-gita, 4.34]

JAaninas tattva darsinah and pariprasnena sevaya, and then the enquiry that will be bona fide.
Otherwise false transaction may not have any value, waste of energy. So faith does not allow us to
think that we're at liberty to think anything and everything. There is some guidance from above,
and the real transaction where possible, that also being supplied to us from that quarter. So
Sraddha, that is the very nature and important thing in faith, that faith is approaching towards
higher subjective. In every way it wants to connect with higher substance. Sat cit, ananda. In
consideration of existence, in consideration of knowledge, and in consideration of affection and
love. Sat cit ananda. These three main points of existence will be highly satisfied there.
Approaching sradadhé, faith asks us to approach higher not lower.

In every way He's superior, like my guardian, well-wisher. This will be the basis of our faith,
going towards high and not towards lower thing, through faith. Scientific persons, scientific brain,
they're searching some object that he can utilise, he can command those new things of researches.



But faith proper, sraddha, that is connected with a substance which is higher in all respects in
comparison with the searcher, the enquirer. Enquirer is enquiring about the higher substance - that
is generally known as sraddha or faith. So proper guidance in the faith is also necessary. And that is
given from the higher, that such will be the attitude of our enquiry, search. Pranipata, pariprasna,
seva. In Upanisad it is given.

sabde pare ca nisnatam, brahmany upasamasrayam

["Therefore any person who seriously desires real happiness must seek a bona fide Spiritual
Master and take shelter of him by initiation. The qualification of the bona fide Guru is that he has
realised the conclusions of the scriptures by deliberation and is able to convince others of those
conclusions. Such great personalities, who have taken shelter of the Supreme Godhead, leaving
aside all material considerations, should be understood to be bona fide Spiritual Masters.”]
[Srimad-Bhagavatam, 11.3.21]

tad vijjianartham sa gurum evabhigacchet / samit panih srotriyam brahma nistham

["One who wants scientific knowledge about the Supreme Truth must approach a bona fide
Guru and offer him everything required for sacrifice. The Guru must be fixed in the truth, having
heard it from a genuine source."] [Mundaka-Upanisad, 1.2.12]

Srotriyam brahma nistham, and he must go, samit panih, this is the general direction from the
Upanisad. From Bhdgavata also direction coming, sabde pare ca nispatam, brahmany
upasamasrayam. In Gita also, pranijpatena, pariprasnena, sevaya. So we should be very attentive to
these things, through self searching, whether I'm really approaching though through faith, but the
faith also proper faith and the incredulity is not one and the same thing. Whether a bona fide
searching the real sraddhg, real faith, or something adulterated faith? These things are to be
considered. And there are signs, symptoms, of real faith. We're to consult them to guide us,
because this is very, very, very important thing. We're dissatisfied with our present acquisition and
we're taking risk to jump into some other higher prospective way. So I must - our guidance must
be very careful, attentive as far as it is possible. Though we're told that our present reasoning is not
sufficient, but more than that, sraddha. And sraddha has got also its symptom. We should as far as
possible we shall apply our reason. When I came to the Matha I thought that what I hear from
them,

aprakrta vastu nahe prakrta-gocara [veda-puranete el kahe nirantaral

["Spiritual substance is never within the jurisdiction of the material conception. This is always
the verdict of the Vedas and Puranas."] [Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-/ila, 9.194]

That transcendental thing does not come within the clutch of the worldly intelligence. But still,
when I want to throw myself to that association, as far as possible I shall try my reasoning and
intelligence, as far as possible. Because I'm going to jump into something which will be beyond my
control, calculation.



Devotee: Maharaja [?]
Sagar Maharaja: Jaya Srila Guru Maharaja ki jaya!
Devotees: Jaya!

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Hare Krsna. So what is sraddha, faith proper, we must be particular to
that. Misguidance. Of course it is not sure that if we're going in a proper way, there may be some
obstacle on the way. If we're advancing properly, still some unknown hindrance coming and may
trouble us and may delay our advancement. But still as much as possible we shall be careful for
that. Though we see that so many around us that are of the same section approaching and some
falling by my side. I'm still standing, some falling, some going back, all these things. In an
organised way we're approaching and it's not impossible to see that some are not going in
advance, some taking rest, some going down, some left the whole campaign. So many things are
occurring around us. Still we should go forward. And what will be our capital? How we can go if I
find that many can't go? Still I shall have to go.

So this much faith, or this much good will, we shall have to collect, have to gather. So many
more began our advancement and so many are going back, but I shall have to go, to strengthen
my energy and go forward alone. Alone I shall go. The faith should be so much strong and so
much solid and substantial. Whatever difficulties may be found on my way I must cross them by
the grace of my Lord. In this way we must make ourselves fit. Exclusive devotion. Of course we
shall always try to find out association, but sometimes it may seem that no association, I'm alone.
But still I must go and the beacon light should be such to me. But always I shall try to find out that
higher. Progress means eliminating some and accepting another. So I shall be able to see there are
so many other members to help my association, to help my progress in life. With that eye open we
shall go.

It is in the sastra so many layers are said to us. “From Catuhsana, the Brahma, the Siva, the
Baladeva, $ri, and you are superior Uddhava, you are superior to all.” By elimination the progress is
shown.

karmibhyah parito hareh priyataya vyaktim yayur jAianinas
tebhyo jAana-vimukta-bhakti-paramah premaika-nisthas tatah
[tebhyas tah pasu-pala-parikaja-drsas tabhyo pi sa radhika
prestha tadvad jyam tadliya-sarasr tam nasrayet kah krti]

["There are those in the world who regulate their tendency for exploitation in accordance with
the scriptural rules and thereby seek gradual elevation to the spiritual domain. However, superior
to them are those wise men who, having given up the tendency to lord over others, attempt to
dive deep into the realm of consciousness. But far superior to them are the pure devotees who are
free from any mundane ambitions and are liberated from knowledge, not by knowledge, having
achieved divine love. They have gained entrance into the land of dedication and are engaged there
spontaneously in the Lord’s loving service. Among all devotees, however, the gopis are the highest,
for they have forsaken everyone, including their families, and everything, including the strictures of
the Vedas, and have taken complete shelter at the lotus feet of Krsna, accepting Him as their only
protection. But among all the gopis, Srimati Radharani reigns supreme. For Krsna left the company
of millions of gopis during the rasa dance to search for Her alone. She is so dear to $ti Krsna that



the pond in which She bathes is His very favourite place. Who but a madman would not aspire to
render service, under the shelter of superior devotees, in that most exalted of all holy places.”]
[Upadesamrta, 10]

In Ramananda-samvada, eho bahya age kaha ara. [ Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-/ila, 8.59, 61, 64,
etc]

“There are so many who consider this position to be the highest. Go further, go further. Go
deeper, go deeper, higher.”

In this way some section goes to a particular stage and there they may stop. As we find in
Sanatana Goswami's Brhat-Bhagavatamrtam, the Gopa Kumara beginning from the lowest stage,
how gradually he's making progress through different levels, and at last coming to Krsna
conception, in the friend rasa, sakhya rasa he reached. And how through gradual process he's
eliminating and making further progress, stage by stage it has been described there. So from one
level he's going up to another level, first they seem to be very helpful, but gradually that company
seems to him to be stale. And then some higher chance is given to him through some agent and
he, leaving that plane, he's going with him to some higher plane.

In this way the progressive life in the faith is found, is shown there. They can all help us how
the progress in the world of faith also there are different planes. Faith means - as in this tangible
world also, Sun, Moon, then Earth, all these, so many things. So there is also gradation, and by
elimination the progress, how it is described there we're to scrutinise and we're to take advantage
of that. And wherever any doubt we shall consult that with some higher agent and make progress.

Sat, cit. ananda, the general thing. Mere existence cannot fulfil us, our inner hankering. And
feeling, consciousness, that is also not sufficient. But rasa, anandam, and that also of different type.
The main thing extended in this way. We're to differentiate, and our selection must improve. And
we'll be always wakeful to the environment and we shall with greater sacrifice, dive deep, die to
live. To die, in the death consideration that is also deep, deeper, deepest, in this way the gradation
is always there, elimination and acceptance.

sarva-dharman parityajya, [mam ekam saranam vraja
aham tvam sarva-papebhyo, moksayisyami ma sucahj

["Totally abandoning all kinds of religion, surrender exclusively unto Me. I will liberate you
from all kinds of sins, so do not despair."] [Bhagavad-gita, 18.66]

The duties that we find in the midst of, that may be left for acceptance of higher duty. In this
way we're to make progress, progress. Always consulting the sadhu and the sastra, they will help
us, to guide us in the ocean of faith, and that unknown and unknowable. And known and knowable
to particular section, and they have given direction for us. And we shall take the advantage of that
sadhu, sastra, by their guidance we shall improve our fortune. That mortal, transient thing, we must
eliminate, sat Then cit consciousness, we must satisfy our reason, c¢it. And then we shall satisfy our
heart.

Mahaprabhu says, “The demand of our heart, that is the primary thing in us.” And we shall
follow the direction of that heart. And that is the highest fulfilment, and not the fulfilment of
consciousness, or to have some eternal existence. Eternal existence has no meaning if it's not



conscious of it. And consciousness has no meaning if it does not give any fulfilment. So these are
the three principals of our understanding. And considering that we shall go further and further in
our higher life. Hrdayenabhyanujiato.

[vidvadbhih sevitah sadbhir, nityam advesa-ragibhih
hrdayenabhyanujfiato, yo dharmas tam nibhodhataj
[Manu-samhita, 2.1]

And there is possibility that we shall feel within our heart whether we're loser or we're gainer.
That tasting machine is within us.

bhidyate hrdaya-granthis, chidyante sarva-samsayah
kslyante casya karmani, [mayi drste ‘khilatmani]

["The knot in the heart is pierced, all misgivings are cut to pieces and the chain of fruitive
actions is terminated when I am seen as the Supreme Personality of Godhead.”]
[Srimad-Bhagavatam, 11.20.30]

The karma, our connection with this material world will evaporate in no time. And all
knowledge, a spacious knowledge will come to satisfy us. And, bhidyate hrdaya-granthis, we shall
feel the object of our life everywhere. His taste. Mayi drste 'khilatmani. When we shall be able to
see that the fulfilment of life that has embraced me, from all sides helping me sympathetically to
me from all sides. Bhidyate. Home consideration we shall feel. Back to God, back to home.
Everyone taking interest of me, loving me. I may be careless about my own interest, but the
environment is so favourable to me, so affectionate and so useful, that I cannot estimate. The child
cannot estimate, have any estimation about the motherly affection, home comfort, that motherly
affection, all friends around me - and they're finding my interest. I may not find my interest, but
they're alert always to find my interest. I have come to such a position.

I finish here today. Varcha-kalpatarubhyas ca. Gaura Hari bol.

Sagar Maharaja: Jaya Om Visnu-Pada Paramahamsa Srila Bhakti Raksaka Sridhara Deva...

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: ...the dust. Then how when so many persons are treading over that floor,
place, and you lie down, and your book is filled with Krsna Ndma, and then how you allow?

Ha, ha. They do not say anything.

The Krsnadasa, the samadhi of Krsnadasa, the dsana is there, and this is the samadhi of
Krsnadasa, dsana of Krsnadasa. Krsna Name is there. That meaning going to the person, not Krsna.
But they don’t think that. So one time that was ousted, was not posted, rather posted this side, that
side.

Devotee: [7]

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: [?] Bhakti-rasamrta-sindu [?] Ripa Goswami [?]



Devotee: What is the meaning of that s/loka Maharaja?

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: sri-caitanya-dayasudha dhunidharo. Ripa Goswami [?]
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindu __ [?] Sri-caitanya-dayasudha dhunidharo damodara modado. Svaripa
Damodara.

ramananda-sanatananuga-raghu-sri-jivajivya-prabuh.
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindu, makarabrataika-samradhiyah. Perhaps this end.

sri-caitanya-dayasudha dhunidharo damodara modado
ramananda-sanatananuga-raghu-sri-jivajivya-prabuh

radhasyama rasamrtabdhi-makarabrataika-samradhiyah
sa sri rdpa ithamrtabdhi lahari-sparse sprham yacchatu

["With innermost hankering, I desire to embrace the waves of the ambrosial ocean known as
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, manifested by $rf Ripa Goswamipada. He is the paragon of the nectarean
mercy of $ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and enchants Srila Svaripa Damodara by his beautiful qualities.
He is the loving follower of Sfi Ramananda and Sanatana Goswamipada, and as dear as life to Sri
Raghunatha dasa Goswami and Sri Jiva Goswami. He is the foremost kingfish in the nectarean
ocean of ecstatic divine love of $ri Radha Syama.”]

[Sr7 Bhakti Raksaka Bhajana Madhuri p 39-40] [Srila Sridhara Maharaja's pranama-mantra, in
glorification of Srila Rapa Goswami, in the margalacarana of his presentation of
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu.)

Sagar Maharaja. Have you heard that our Avadhita Maharaja is not coming?

Sagar Maharaja: Yes.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Because there is some difficulty.

Sagar Maharaja: Yes Maharaja.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: One of his disciples...

Sagar Maharaja: Godbrother.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Godbrother?

Sagar Maharaja: Yeah.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: He's coming via London?

Sagar Maharaja: Yes. [?] He stayed for five days in London.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Five days.

Sagar Maharaja: Yeah.



Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Then who else to come from there?

Sagar Maharaja: Aranya Maharaja. Brajabihari.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: They're still there in London?

Sagar Maharaja: No. Must have come...

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Aranya Maharaja is on the way?

Sagar Maharaja: Must have come last night, Aranya Maharaja, may come here any time this
morning. His plane was nine o'clock last night. And Brajabihari is in Calcutta now, and his wife,

Yadunandini. Who else?

Devotee: Bhakta Fran.

Sagar Maharaja: Bhakta Fran, F,r,a,n. Came from London? Oh! [?]1 Bhakta Frank,
New York [7]

Devotee: Giri Maharaja came from New York.

Sagar Maharaja: With Giri Maharaja? [?]

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: When is our Goswami Maharaja expected?
Sagar Maharaja: Any day.
Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Any news about him?

Devotee: He may come today or tomorrow, any day. Today, tomorrow, or the next day, we're
expecting him any day.

Sagar Maharaja: The exact date we do not know.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: [30:00 - 30:25 ?] Krsna. Any latest news about Kirtanananda Maharaja?
Sagar Maharaja: No Maharaja.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: He does not know anything? Have you asked him?

Sagar Maharaja: He said that he's better, but still critical.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: But in hospital?

Sagar Maharaja: In hospital still?



Devotees: [7]

Sagar Maharaja: Still in hospital, out of danger now, but still fairly critical. Before he was
unconscious, now he's conscious. That's the news.

[31:15 - 33:037]

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: There is an element, serving element, sraddha, faith, that can give us
connection with the higher subjective realm. That may come down to pratyaksa and paroksa. But
that real existence is in the adhoksaja realm, and also in the aprakrita. The transcendental substance
is higher - that can come down, but this cannot go up. And when this goes up, only through the
grace of the upper substance, not independently. Subjective, super-subjective,
super-super-subjective. Independence is there, and dependence in this lower strata, all dependent.

vaikunthera prthivy adi sakala cinmaya, [mayika bhatera tathi janma nahi hayaj

["The earth, water, fire, air and ether of Vaikuntha are all spiritual. Material elements are not
found there."] [Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lilg, 5.53]

We're to understand that the very soil there, the earth, the air, the fire, everything is conscious,
spiritual substance. And also by this aspiration of Uddhava. Uddhava aspires after the birth of a
creeper, and a shrub, and grass, there in Vrndavana. So the soil is made of such stuff like Uddhava.
How to, what is our aspiration, how to go on? Only grace, grace, grace. Sweet will. And we're to
earn that passage. The passage to that land is all spiritual, spiritual passage, and,

yatha yatha gaura padaravinde, vindeta bhaktim krta punya rasih
tatha tathot sarpati hrdy akasmat, radha padambhoja sudhambhu-rasih

[Prabodhananda Saraswati Thakura says: “As much as we devote ourselves to the lotus feet of
S Gauranga, we will automatically achieve the nectarine service of Srimati Radharani in
Vrndavana. An investment in Navadwipa Dhama will automatically take one to Vrndavana. How
one will be carried there will be unknown to him. But those who have good fortune invest
everything in the service of Gauranga. If they do that, they will find that everything has
automatically been offered to the divine feet of Srimati Radharani. She will accept them in Her
confidential service and give them engagement, saying: “Oh, you have a good recommendation
from Navadwipa; I immediately appoint you to this service.”]

[Caitanya-candramrta, 88]

Here you purchase ticket from Nityananda in Gaura ///d and you'll find automatically you're
there in Vrndavana. Your attachment to Gauranga automatically takes you there. The similar /ila
here and there. Here little better because added with some benevolence, generous, more
generosity. Krsna consciousness when it becomes more generous, liberal, we find Gaura Dhama,
Navadwipa.

The bank building, that may not make us know that there is so much money. But in that
building there may be immense money, gold, jewels, so many things, but by the building we may



not have any knowledge of that. Only we may hear through ear that ‘this is bank, there is so many
things.’

So outside Dhama we may not know what is there. But when we hear about that, and if we like
to come in contact with particulars, then gradually we may find that. If we're allowed in the inner
room, then we can understand what valuable things are here. So Dhama outwardly something, and
inwardly its containing highly valued precious jewels. But we want eye, whether it's a jewel, or it's
an ordinary stone? Who can understand? Who can be ready to give that comparative valuation?
One has to know something about that. To an animal, perhaps the jewel and the stone may not
have much difference. So we must have the sense of tasting the substance, that is all important.

Darapane andhe kiba kaje. [Sr7 Bhakti Raksaka Bhajana Madhuri, p 8-9] Who has not eye, what
help the mirror will give to him? The Nayananda, one of the disciples of Gadadhara Pandita, he
says, "If we do not have eye, that divine eye, then we cannot understand any divine thing.” He has
given a very good example. “If one has got no eye, then if you put a mirror before him he can't see
anything.”

So sastra, dhama, sadhu, is nothing to us if we do not have some eye to taste them, to
appreciate them. So that sort of substance, that sraddhg, faith, devotion.

premanjana-cchurita-bhakti-vilocanena, [santah sadaiva hrdayesu vilokayanti
yam syamasundaram acintya-quna-svardpam, govindam adi purusam tam aham bhajamij

["l worship Govinda, the Primeval Lord, Who is Syémasundara, Krsna Himself with
inconceivable innumerable Attributes, whom the pure devotees see in their heart of hearts with the

eye of devotion tinged with the salve of love.”] [Brahma-samhita, 38]

The eye of devotion, and smeared by the ointment of divine love can show us many things in
the private life of Radha-Krsna, gopis, all, Yasoda, Nanda. So eye is necessary.

om ajnana-timirandhasya [jianafjana-salakaya / caksur unmilitam yena, tasmai sri-gurave namah]

["I was blind in the darkness of ignorance but my Spiritual Master applied the ointment of
proper spiritual knowledge and thus opened my eyes. Unto him I offer my respectful obeisances."]

That divya jAana, diksa. Diksa means the process through which we acquire that...



