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Srila Sridhara Maharaja: ..His representative. There is living Guru in the dynamic life, in the life of
progress. Otherwise we've accepted one Guru and the whole life finished there. Guru is doing in
his own way, I'm also going in my own way. One Guru. But if one is in a progress then according to
progress his inner consciousness will help. “You can get help from this centre, this centre, and
you're to approach.” So though in this way you're making progress but you should have respect
for the primary teacher. One who was the primary teacher of the infant class, I need not neglect
him or insult him. But I must accept higher teacher's education, and some regard that in my
beginning stage he helped me a great deal. Such respect we must maintain for the primary
teachers, in this way. But if he comes to oppose my progress to accept higher teacher then I'm to
come away from him. These practical things. If we're really concerned with my inner progress, and
if I understand it's tangible progress, then we shall have to do that. The inner Guru will guide me,
caitya-guru, the vivek, the spiritual consciousness, conscience.

Indradyumna: Guru Maharaja. When can we know when is the will of God when something pass
to us? And when is our karma? And when is maya? And where is our freedom to...?

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Ha, ha. That is the positive side. Just as, how can I know who is the sun?
By sun’s ray we can understand sun, and also so many things. The more intense light can show
what is seen what we misconceived in the dim light. In a dim light we can have conceptions of the
outside in some way. But in strong light we can find, “Oh! I misunderstood this for that.” This is - it
will come from there.

So only our taste - "I won't be satisfied until I get these things, my heart’s satisfaction.” All
progress has got this similar question. This is more revolutionary. Progress means elimination of
the acquired things and to accept new things. How do we do that? Many are losing in that
campaign and many are being successful. What is the cause?

Indradyumna: The desire?

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Yes. Desire is a type of sukrti we acquire unconsciously by our fortune.
That comes to guide us in the beginning, sukrti If we're to trace scientifically the very beginning of
the progress, then sraddha and then below, underground, sukrti AjAata-sukrti, jAata-sukrti. That
comes from the Lord’s side. Jiva’s free will is moving in his own way, and he’s coming across with
the generous dealing of the God. Then by chance acquiring some tendency, unknowingly, without
his conscience he's acquiring some tendency towards the truth. Relative and Absolute.

Indradyumna: Like the Pandavas.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Bigger question. That this is the Absolute, how can we understand this is
Absolute? The Absolute will help you to understand - “That I am Absolute.”

As much as you progress you will understand “Oh! These things are of lower existence.” What I
experienced before, that was of lower, when you come to higher experience. If you get more light
then you can understand that in lower light, what I found that is wrong.

Not by vote, in this, it cannot be determined by vote of the ordinary man. Eh? The qualitative
difference is known by qualitative progress, not by numbers.



The intricate question. When Mahaprabhu had a talk with Sarvabhauma - just before that
Gopinatha Acarya he told his relative, Sarvabhauma, “Sarvabhauma, you think Caitanyadeva as
your student. You can't find that He's divine aspect.”

“But, no, no. He's a good boy. You're destroying him by speaking so highly about him. He's a
genius, good boy, and you fellows you are glorifying him falsely that he's incarnation of God. You
are hisenemy. _____ [?] How do you know that he's incarnation of God, and not a genius man?”

Then Gopinatha told, with the help of the scriptures, “In Kali-yuga there will be the incarnation
of God. And His quality will be, nature will be to distribute the Name of Hari to one and all,
powerfully. And we find in Him that. So He's the incarnation of God according to scripture we find.
Then in Bhagavata and Mahabharata, they're principle sastra. You're well read man, and you
cannot understand. You've gone through Bhagavata and Mahabharata and there it's mentioned.
So only by the grace of the Lord one can understand the Lord, not by genius. You're a great
genius, Sarvabhauma, but by genius capacity we cannot understand. Only through His grace.”

Then the students of Sarvabhauma put a question to Gopinatha. “What is the proof that you
have got that grace, you are not falsely interpreting the sastra, what is the guarantee there?” The
students put the question to Gopinatha. Then,

acarya kahe, - vastu-visaye haya vastu-jiana / vastu-tattva-jiana haya krpate pramana

["It is evident that I have the grace of the Lord, because I know Him, and that you have not,
because you deny Him."] [Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-ila, 6.89]

"I have a bit of grace in me of the God. Grace of God, a bit in me, because I can understand
this, so. Vastu-visaye haya vastu-jiana. That what is what, I can feel, and you can't do.”

That is the last answer in this world. So Absolute Truth is not to be understood by the help of
any other knowledge. Absolute Truth, only He can, the Absolute can make Himself known. Cannot
be known by the help of other things. Then how, why He's Absolute? So sun is known by his own
light, not by candle light, or any other light. Sun is known only by his light, and not with the help of
other light. So the source of all knowledge, real knowledge, real love, that can be attained by the
ray of that thing, not by the ray of any other thing. So, sat citte sata eva siddha, it is self evident,
not dependent to any other thing for its knowledge. This is the characteristic of the Absolute, sat
citte sata eva siddha. When you naturally come to sun you can know the sun. From the darkness
you cannot conceive of the sun, you have no experience previously. So, sat citte sata eva siddha,
sata siddha. He can make Himself known alone.

We're to follow this sort of thought. Yam evaisa vrnute tena labhyas.

[nayam atma pravacanena labhyo, na medhaya na bahuna srutena
yam evaisa vrnute tena labhyas, tasyaisa atma vivrnute tanam svam]

[“One cannot understand the substance of the Paramatma, the Super-soul residing within
everyone's heart, by means of expertise in logic, intelligence or learning. When the living entity
begs the Lord for His mercy, being desirous of His transcendental loving service, then the Supreme
Lord reveals His self-manifest form directly before him."] [Katha-Upanisad, 1.2.23] &
[Mundaka-Upanisad, 2.3.2]



Whoever He as His choice to make Himself known, the man of choice can know Him,
otherwise not.

In Kuru sabha Dhrtarastra told, “Oh! They're seeing You in a very noble figure. I'm blind I can’t
see. Please remove my blindness for the time being. I want to see You. Then You'll again make me
blind.”

“No! Blindness not to be removed to see Me. You remain blind. I say ‘you see Me' you'll see
Me."

What sort of sight? His blindness did not - it was not necessary to remove his blindness.

"I say you see Me.” And Dhrtarastra, a blind man could see Him. So what sort of colour, figure,
is there?

His will, yam evaisa, whomever He'll select, “You see Me,” he'll see.

The Super Subjective, the object cannot enter into subject. When the Super Subject chooses
any object to make Himself known, then he can know. And to what extent, only to that extent he
can know. But the Super Subjective principle can also be controlled by Yogamaya, svardpa-sakti.
He may want something but He's forced to change His mood by highly powerful potency.

As we're told that Krsna wanted to maintain His four-handed figure when the gopis fast. But
when Radharani came He could not maintain His four-handed figure. Forcibly, inner force, made
Himself to transform Him into two-handed Krsna at the sight of Radharani. But this is unique. This
should not be taken as any law, or free for anyone. But in extreme case it's such, in extreme point.
Otherwise He's all-free, and whatever He likes to do He can do so, with anyone and everyone. So
His sight.

So only sarapagati is our capital, surrender, to increase the negative side of us. Surrender,
dependence, total and extreme, intensified dependence on Him, to move His heart. And He will
come before us. So negative side, no positive attempt on Him may be successful. We're to excite
His will, sweet will, appeal to His sweet will, by sacrifice, self abnegation, and self surrendering, for
Him. We're for Him. Die to live. Die to live. By death, by embracing death we can live more really. A
negative side, to excite Him.

“Please show me who are You. Please show me.”

I can't see Him. He can make Him shown to me. This is the position. So what I am to do to
increase my negative side, appealing side, that sincere and endless appealing side? By increasing
that we can attract Him, His heart. And when He wills, then He can show to me, otherwise not. I
cannot be a subject and make Him object of my sight. Ke?

Devotees: Muralidhar.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Muralidhar. Another?

Devotee: Madhava Puri Maharaja.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Madhava Puri Maharaja. And there?

Devotee: [?] Indradymuna, Badrinarayana Prabhu, Tunga-vidya.



Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Tunga-vidya understand, what I say, follow?
Tunga-vidya: Yes.
Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Hare Krsna.

Devotee: [?]

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: [?]
Devotee: Guru Maharaja. 7apas is the same as sacrifice, tapas? Tapasyais the same?

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: No. 7apasya means penance. Only suffering is not necessary, mere
suffering has no value. If any necessity to undergo any affliction, any trouble, we shall do that.
Unnecessary - only to impose penances, hardness, austerity, that has got no value. Which is
necessary for the purpose, which is recommended by Guru, Vaisnava, what is necessary for the
service, that is helpful. Unnecessary penances, practice, habits, that is not necessary.

Devotee: [?]

Srila Sridhara Maharaja:

naham vedair na tapasa, na danena na cejyaya
Sakya evam-vidho drastum, drstavan asi yan mama
bhaktya tv ananyaya sakya, aham evam-vidho rjjuna
JAatum drastum ca tattvena, pravestum ca parantapa

["Neither by study of the Vedas, nor by austerity, charity, or sacrifice, can anyone behold My
human- like form of Supreme Absolute Truth (Parabrahman) which you are now seeing before
you.”] - ["O Arjuna, conqueror of the enemy, although in this form of Mine I am practically
impossible to be seen by all other methods, the pure devotees, by their exclusive devotion unto
Me, are capable of actually knowing Me, seeing Me, and entering into My divine pastimes.”]
[Bhagavad-gita, 11.53-4]

rahdganaitat tapasa na yati, na cejyaya nirvapanad grhad va
na cchandasa naiva jalagni-sdryair, vina mahat-pada-rajo-'bhisekam

(The sage Jada Bharata said to King Rahldgana:) “O Rahiigana, without bathing the soul in the
dust of the holy feet of the pure devotees (maha-bhagavata vaispavas), one cannot know the
Supreme Lord by adopting the religious life of brahmacarya, grhastha, vanaprastha, or sannyasa, or
by worshipping the gods of water, fire, and sun, etc."] [Srimad-Bhagavatam, 5.12.12]

We're to understand the real inner meaning of these passages. Only surrender, sarapnagati, if
I've preparedness for anything to satisfy Him and His devotee. Not aimless practices of different
types of exercise.



Even so, one day one of our Godbrothers went to see the arati of Jagannatha, he visited
Jagannatha temple. Our Guru Maharaja enquired, “Where is Sauren Baba?” An Advocate, a son of
zamindar, respectable person. “Where is he?”

“He has gone to Jagannatha temple to see the arat."

“Oh, he has gone for eye exercise?”

Ha, ha. So what about fapasya? Eye exercise. [?] So this sort of exercise has got no
value, until it is the necessity from the higher, order. We're to obey the dictation from the higher.

So much so, our Guru Maharaja once told, “If the sadhu has said 'Oh, take some flower.” Then
taking flower, then, “No, no, no. Take some water.”

"Oh, you wanted flower, take it."

Then it will be karma, to enforce him to accept his own whim. He has cancelled, he has got the
capacity. What order he gave previously, he's a free man, he’s got right to cancel that. If we want
to push his previous action, order to him, that is also not devotion. You'll leave it and take water.
That is devotion.

Whatever will come from high to me, I'm to obey that without hesitation, surrender to that.
That can promote my position to the higher, to be more acceptable by the Supreme Power.

Here I stop today. Hare Krsna. Gaura Hari.
Vancha-kalpatarubhyas ca.
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Goswami.

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja ki jaya!
Harindma sankirtana ki jaya!

Gaura bhakta vrnda ki jaya!

Navadwipa Dhama ki jaya!

..knowing the nature of the centre, everything is known. That He can do anything and
everything. In nutshell it is such. Beyond our jurisdiction. Everything is known with Him, make or
mar, designed and destined. Eh? Prime cause is such. Beyond the jurisdiction of my thought. What
small portion of the infinite I can know? What little my thirst? There is the ocean, the ocean water.

There is a story. Once our Godbrother, that writer of Krishna Caitanya Professor Sanyal.
Ganges is considered to be holy river, a drop of water purifies us. So in his home he was
accustomed to see Ganges water in a small bottle. A drop of water touching, everything is purified.
Now he came with his father to this side on the Ganges in a town Baharampur. Then he came to
this Krsnanagar and from here they're to make journey by boat to Baharampur.

Then, “What is this river?” He asked his father.

“This is Ganges.”

“What Ganges?”

“But a drop of water you find in your home, in a small bottle it is kept. And whenever
necessary a drop is given, touch, and everything purified.”

“Oh. So much water. So much water that we've got only a drop of water we're experienced
with, a very small quantity. A drop can purify the whole, impure man. That is very precious,
valuable, rarely found, secured. And we find so much water that we're passing through the boat.”



So valuable thing we're concerned only with a little drop. But that is an ocean of such
important things which is to have known to us like a drop. We can have experience hardly of a
drop. But there's an ocean of that substance. Wonderful. So to satisfy our tiny brain, how much is
required? Nothing. Infinitesimal.

Jiva soul is a drop of consciousness, very smallest part. But Brahman, the source of that soul
where from coming. From all respects the cause is such, from all respects. So not by power, nor by
brain can we approach Him. Mahaprabhu told, “Only heart can take us there.”

Devotee: Guru Maharaja. How far is that purification of Ganga? How deep is the purification for
the soul?

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Eh? What does he say? Eh?
Badrinarayana: The purification of Ganga, how far does it go, how deep? How much purification?

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Ha, ha, ha. That depends upon the person who comes in connection with
Ganga. Ganga is padadoka, the feet water of Narayana, so she can give us admission into
Vaikuntha. And again, she's connected with Gaura /i/a. In Navadwipa Dhama there is Ganga. So she
has connection with Gaura /ila where Mahaprabhu with His party is swimming and making so
much pastimes. That connection. So according to the necessity and the capacity of the man to be
purified it depends. Just as Yamuna can connect with Krsna. The association of Yamuna in the
highest sense can connect with Krsna, Vrndavana. So association of Ganga can connect with Sri
Gauranga, the highest attainment of a jiva is possible. So according to the sukrtithe innate nature,
fortune of the jiva, the gift of Ganges will be ascertained.

Devotee: Because many buffaloes take bath every day they're very...

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: In the positive sense, and from negative side she can purify anyone, up
to liberation. Up to liberation - general gift from her. But in the positive side if we have such sukrti
she can help us to that direction. What do you say?

Badrinarayana: Many buffaloes are bathing, every day, morning and evening.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: That sukrt/ is coming, connecting buffaloes, so many fishes, so many
insects. But in the world innumerable jiva souls, everywhere there is soul. So how many buffaloes
are coming in connection, very limited. Ha, ha.

In my childhood, we were born by the side of Ganges, and in our childhood at every occasion
we used to go to take Ganges bath. And it was found in the almanac, that if one takes bath on a
particular day then all the sins of thousands of births may be washed in a second, all by one bath.
Then I thought - I was a child - I thought, so many thousands of lives birth by one bath is cleared,
cleansed. Then why the person will be sinner at all? Then by this all will be purified from sin. That
was my inner argument.

Then I gradually came to know, that how many get the chance of taking bath in the Ganges. It
is very cheap to us, we were born by the side of Ganges. But there are so many persons who have



no connection with Ganges. So it is not hyperbolic, it is all true. By fortune we have got birth near
the Ganges, and so many there, and they must have some faith, they will go to take bath. But
unknowingly also if we have connection with Ganges water we'll get something. If consciously we
take bath we get some higher result. But unconsciously also if we come in connection, that also
will help us a great deal. But how many of us in the infinite can come in connection? Very scanty
number, in consideration with the number of the souls infinite.

First unconscious connection, then conscious connection, then according to the confidence the
result will increase with acceleration. And when comes to the highest position and sees it's a part
of Gaura /i/a, then in the acme of ones realised life he will have Ganges in his eternal serving life,
nitya, eternal.

Mahaprabhu in His childhood used to take seat on the banks of the Ganges. With His students
also He used to have a talk in the evening on the banks of the Ganges.

Digvijay suddenly met Him while He was talking with His students, and he was told, “All the
pandits they're absent in Navadwipa, perhaps in fear of their discussion with you. But Nimai Pandit
is not to be neglected. Though very young, within teens, but still He's got a good name as a
pandit. He's here. If you like you can have a talk with Him.”

Then Digvijayi, who had come to conquer all the scholars - Navadwipa at that time was a
famous place for the pandits, especially this nydya logic. Then Digvijayl he came to have a
discourse with Nimai Pandit.

“Oh, You are Nimai Pandit I'm told. You are a pand/it of Sanskrit grammar I have heard. But still
You've got a good name as a scholar.”

Mahaprabhu also responds. “Yes. I've heard that you have come here to conquer the pandits.
Are you so?”

“Yes."

“Then we're fortunate enough to meet you here.”

“Then, what can you ask?”

"What should I ask you as a big pandit here on the banks of the Ganges. You please make us
listen to a stanza in praise of Ganges.”

Then Digvijayt began to pronounce, began to deliver a Sanskrit s/oka in praise of Ganges. And
so quickly within a short time about a hundred - immediately he composed, delivered hundreds of
stanza in praise of Ganges, in a storm speed.

And Nimai Pandit asked him that, “Yes, you are a strange poet and scholar and realise a point.
But now we'd like to hear the meaning, the explanation of one of the stanzas. We're here all not
very scholarly to understand your poems. But if you be kind enough to explain your poem, at least
one stanza, we can be satisfied by your scholarship.”

Then Digvijayi told, “Just now I have delivered about a hundred stanzas. And what stanza you
want to be explained?”

Then Mahaprabhu reproduced one, that was the first [?]

“In a stormy speed I went on delivering these poems, and He has got by heart one in the
meantime. All right, by the grace of the goddess of learning You must have been srutidhar”

Srutidhar means a particular class of pandit who once heard can remember, keep it in memory.

“So He has got some grace of God by which once it touches His ear He can keep it in
memory.”



(7]

That sloka also mentioned in Caitanya-caritamrta by Kaviradja Goswami.

mahattvam garigayah [satatam idam abhati nitaram
yad esa sri-visnos carana-kamalotpatti-subhaga
avitiya-sri-laksmir iva sura-narair arcya-carana
bhavani-bhartur ya sirasi vibhavaty adbhuta-gunaj

[" 'The greatness of mother Ganges always brilliantly exists. She is the most fortunate because
she emanated from the lotus feet of Sri Visnu, the Personality of Godhead. She is a second
goddess of fortune, and therefore she is always worshipped both by demigods and by humanity.
Endowed with all wonderful qualities, she flourishes on the head of Lord Siva.""]
[Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila, 16.41]



