His Divine Grace Srila Bhakti Raksaka Sridhara Deva Goswami Maharija
82.05.18.E

Devotee: We were wondering that different personalities they try to associate in the material sense
according to their likings. And we find that also when it comes to the association in the matter of
bhajana, or service, then also there is tendency to group, to look for a specific quality.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: In a general sense we are to ascertain the right of the finite and the
infinite, that must be adjusted. In the case of free will also. Absolute is absolutely free. And this is
infinitesimal so its freedom is also like that. As finite is adjustable with infinite, so every attribute and
part of finite will be similarly adjusted with that of infinite. This should be our guiding sense.

Do you follow, in a general way?

Devotee: Yes.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: That must be adjusted, of inner infinite is adjusting finite within its scope.
Bhedabheda, acintya bhedabheda, common and difference, and that is not within the scope of human
thinking. Do you follow? Acintya, bhedabheda. 1t is not possible to capture by our brain, according to
our Guru Maharaja, puppy brain. That is adhoksaja, jiiane prayasam udapdsya [Srimad-Bhagavatam,
10.14.3] So we’re requested not to make much of our, of the vanity of our consciousness, that we can
include everything within the consciousness. So namanta eva, try to give regard to the infinite, than to
try to capture the infinite within your brain. That will be futile attempt. Just as physically it is not
possible to capture the infinite for the finite, so also consciously it is also impossible to capture the
infinite within its fist. So we must be prepared with that sort of adjustment with the infinite.

bahiinam janmanam ante, jianavan mam prapadyate
vasudevah sarvam [iti, sa mahatma sudurlabhah]

[“After many, many births and deaths, one who is actually in knowledge surrenders unto Me,
knowing Me to be the cause of all causes and all that is. Such a great soul is very rare.”]
[Bhagavad-gita, 7.19]

He’s all in all. With this idea one should surrender. And after long, long, ages and births, a jiiani
comes to such conclusion. Namanta eva, that of submission, the road of submission, surrender, that
you accept. The knowledge must be subservient to devotedness, not more than that. Suddha, to admit
the importance of the pure devotion, that means that knowledge is futile, can’t do anything. With this
data and basis only the pure devotion comes to take its position, rest. Otherwise that devotion is not
devotion proper, it is saguna, this illusory devotion in this mundane world.

Devotee: This cultivation of knowledge?
Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Ah. True devotion, bahinam janmanam ante.

brahma-bhiitah prasannatma, na socati na kanksati
samah sarvesu bhiitesu, [mad-bhaktim labhate param]

[“The spotlessly pure-hearted and self-satisfied soul who has attained to his conscious divine nature
neither grieves nor craves for anything. Seeing all beings equally (in the conception of My supreme
energy), he gradually achieves supreme devotion (prema-bhakti) unto Me.”] [Bhagavad-gita, 18.54]

This sort of adjustment final with the mundane world, world of exploitation. Mad-bhaktim labhate
param. Then only he can be eligible for the acceptance of para bhakti, pure devotion, suddha bhakti,
ananya bhakti, kevala bhakti.



Not by jiiana, not by exploiting energy, nor by knowing faculty, but by serving attitude, yam evaisa
vrnute tena labhyas.

[nayam atma pravacanena labhyo, na medhaya na bahuna srutena
yam evaisa vrnute tena labhyas, tasyaisa atma vivrnute tantim svamj

[“One cannot understand the substance of the Paramatma, the Super-soul residing within
everyone’s heart, by means of expertise in logic, intelligence or learning. When the living entity begs
the Lord for His mercy, being desirous of His transcendental loving service, then the Supreme Lord
reveals His self-manifest form directly before him.”] [Katha Upanisad, 1.2.23]

& [Mundaka Upanisad, 2.3.2]

Whomever He will accept, he can know Him, that much. So to attract His attention, only devotion
is necessary, devotedness, that can attract Him. His freedom, and then He will come to know you,
about Himself. Not by the dint of your power you can know Him. If He likes to know, Him to you,
you can know Him that much. So the method of direct approaching by knowing faculty is useless.
Only you are to attract Him, His attention, so that He comes to make Himself known to you. That is
the policy, otherwise not, pure knowledge is possible about Him. Adhoksaja, transcendental, means
this, beyond the jurisdiction of our knowing faculty.

Who is there?

Bharati Maharaja: Bharatt Maharaja.
Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Bharati Maharaja. Do you follow?
Bharati Maharaja: Yes Maharaja.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: I have followed long ago. We must be alert on this point, always. We’ll
have to be acquainted with the line of demarcation, between knowledge and pure devotion. The fight
will be with the so-called jiiant, that is Sankara School. You must be well versed here in this point.
Our main enemy will be the Sankarite who says that jiiana is everything, even above bhakti, devotion.
And in Bhagavad-gita their weapon is only in one place.

tesam satata-yuktanam, bhajatam priti-pirvakam
dadami buddhi-yogam tam, yena mam upayanti te

[“To those devotees who are constantly dedicated to Me, and who engage in My service out of their
love for Me, I bestow the internal divine inspiration by which they can approach Me and render
various intimate services unto Me.”] [Bhagavad-gita, 10.10]

tesam evanukampartham, aham ajiiana-jam tamah
nasayamy atma-bhava-stho, jiana-dipena bhasvata

[“Out of compassion for them, I, situated within the hearts of all living beings, dispel the darkness
of ignorance with the radiance of knowledge.”]| [Bhagavad-gita, 10.11]

So I have given interpretation to take it in another, higher way. This jiiana means jiiana-dipena
bhasvata, that is to make Himself explicit in the heart of the devotees, they’re suffering from the
pangs of separation. There He expresses Himself. It is meaning that, jiana-dipena bhasvata, after
devotion.

Bharati Maharaja: Maharaja, there always seems to be an inner struggle. A struggle within as to
come to know the infinite, say for example sambandha jiigna, to understand properly what is
sambandha jiiana there seems to be no limit.



Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Ah, sambandha jiana, but sambandha jiiana will come according to His
sweet will. Sambandha jiiana is not independent of His will. He will bring you to know that, “I am
such and such to you.” Otherwise not, it does not depend on you. “Who I am to you?” That also
within His jurisdiction, almost everything. It’s not within your fist. Yam evaisa vrnute tena labhyas.
He maintains the subjective character always. You are object to Him. That you must not forget. A
super subjective characteristic He has got. You are an object.

upadrastanumanta ca, bharta bhokta mahesvarah
[paramatmeti capy ukto, dehe ’smin purusah parah]

[“Within this same body (distinct from the soul) the Supreme Person or Parama Purusa is present as
the soul’s intimate witness, sanctioner, supporter, guardian, and Lord. He is known as the
Supersoul.”’]

[Bhagavad-gita, 13.23]

Superiority in His side, in all matters. You are only dependent, an atom.
Bharati Maharaja: It seems that we’re very helpless.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Yes, of course, and the realisation of your helplessness, that is your
capital. “I’'m helpless.” If sincere, then you’re seeking for some shelter. And from there you can come
properly in His connection, when you are sincerely after seeking your shelter. Then you come across
Him. And when you can stand independently it is a luxury to enquire about Him, not necessity.

Bharati Maharaja: Luxury?
Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Eh? Something like that.
Bharati Maharaja: Amusement.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Knowledge of luxury, a fashion, an ornament, something like. But inner
dire necessity you will feel for a shelter because you are helpless in all respects, then your contact
with Him will be proper and real. Otherwise all like luxury.

Bharati Maharaja: Like a false decoration.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: A show for pratistha, that I can know anything and everything, to get
position and fame, prestige, in this world, that is any achievement in this world. Or ultimately to
merge in the ocean of consciousness, at most.

Nirmat-saranam satam [Srimad—Bhdgavatam, 1.1.2] Nirmatsara, selflessness means that, to admit
that He’s all in all. Even my existence can be effaced by His sweet will, though eternal I’'m told, the
soul is sanatana etc. But He’s, the absolute which can efface me. Krta dasa, slave, the master can
murder the slave.

marobi rakhobi yo iccha tohara, [nitya-dasa prati tuwa adhikaral

[“Slay me or protect me as You wish, for You are the master of Your eternal servant.”]
[From The Songs Of Bhaktivinoda Thakura, p 13]

“You can keep it, You can do away with me. This is Your right, constitutional. I am quite
dependent. You can make and mar with my fortune anything You please.”

As much as you’ll be able to realise your position of helplessness, so much you are enriching
yourself from the real standpoint, you are acquiring a position there. Just the opposite, no vanity will
be allowed there. All humility. Humility has got value there, because [?7] we are




within the negative, not positive, no right. But all right only in His sweet will. That is prema, love, His
grace. Our existence on that aspect of the reality.

The Sakti, the female has got its importance in one way, and not that she will go to imitate the right
of the male. There is her failure. A male has got its own way, of attitude. So predominating and
predominated.

If we want to assert our predominating self then we are to come in connection with maya, the
illusory energy. There we are purusa. But if we want to approach that tatastha then we are not purusa,
we are of female type, dependent type, sakti. In consideration with Him, sakti. And in consideration
with maya we are saktiman, purusa, exploiter, enjoyer. And there, to be enjoyed. If we seek our
relationship with the upper, upper existence, we are to be enjoyed, we are to be handled. Subjective
existence is there, that side. And here we come to exploit, to assert, then we’re in connection with
mayd, we can do, and we’re suffering from the reaction. They’re purusa, and they’re Sakti, in the
relativity of the higher we are sakti, potency. And here in the illusory world we can assert, we’re
purusa, we’re enjoyer. But it is false and reactionary.

Hare Krsna. Hare Krsna. Hare Krsna. Gaura Hari bol. Nitai Gaura Hari bol.

So try to develop the attitude of your potency characteristic. As much as you’ll be able to do that
you will have value on the higher realm. By submission, pranipata, pariprasna, seva, you may be
allowed to enter into that domain, otherwise not. Seva, you are to be utilised by them, the interest of
the higher land, higher plane, then only you are allowed. No exploitation for the jiva soul is possible
in that land, the country of Paramatma, and even above. Eh? Krsna. Eh?

Bharati Maharaja: There’s an endeavour of the prayas of the Mayavadi by jiiana. The false
endeavour to understand by knowledge, of the Mayavadi. Now that is one type of endeavour.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: They cannot enter into that domain. They’re showing their feats only here
within this mundane world up to Satyaloka. Then in Brahmaloka they merges, finished, they cannot
pass through Brahmaloka towards Vaikuntha, with that idea, so 'ham, “1 am a part of the highest
entity.” That idea detains them in Brahmaloka, never upward. But daso 'ham, then you’ll be allowed
to enter into the higher realm. So nirmat-saranam satam [Srimad—Bhdgavatam, 1.1.2]

moksabhi sandabhi api asta [?]

dharmah projjhita-kaitavo 'tra paramo nirmat-saranam satam
vedyam vastavam atra vastu Sivadam tapa-trayonmitlanam
srimad-bhdgavate maha-muni-kyte kim va parair isvarah
sadyo hrdy avarudhyate 'tra krtibhih susriasubhis tat-ksanat

[“Completely rejecting all religious activities which are materially motivated, this Bhagavata-
Purana propounds the highest truth, which is understandable by those devotees who are fully pure in
heart. The highest truth is reality distinguished from illusion for the welfare of all. Such truth uproots
the threefold miseries. This beautiful Bhdgavatam, compiled by the great sage Vyasadeva (in his
maturity), is sufficient in itself for God realisation. What is the need of any other scripture? As soon
as one attentively and submissively hears the message of Bhagavatam, by this culture of knowledge
the Supreme Lord is established within his heart.”] [Srimad-Bhagavatam, 1.1.2]

These are the commendations.

Bharati Maharaja: So Maharaja, what is the endeavour of the sadhak. The sadhaka, in vaidhi bhakti,
what is that endeavour which he feels to try and understand?

Srila Sridhara Mahiaraja: As recommended in the $@stra and by the sadhu he’s to follow that
program. Then gradually he will find himself, that he’s in the proper soil and he’s gaining some
ground, and that will encourage him to continue his attempt towards that, upper realm. When ruci will
come, up to ruci he’s to undergo some program recommended by the sadhu and sastra, by that help,



Sravana-dasa. Sravana-dasa, varana-dasa, up to apana-dasa, he’ll take trouble of sadhana. Up to
Sravana-dasa, varana-dasa, and sadhana-dasa, ah, when apana-dasa, the plane of apana-dasa, that
self realization will begin, then he himself will stand guarantee for his own activities. Hare Krsna.
Apana-dasa, he will feel himself, bhava bhakti. Then he won’t be taken away from that position. “No,
I’m realizing a novel type of ecstasy, in bhava bhakti.” From ruci also, ruci, asakti, bhava.

Hare Krsna. Hare Krsna.

“Higher things we can acquire by service.” Main thing is that, sacrifice and have. Pay, pay for it.
Not paying in terms of money and other things, but paying in terms of your own self. Surrender and
have. Give and get.

Bana Maharaja: ’'m bankrupt.
Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Give and get. As you can give, you can get similar things.

ye yatha mam prapadyante, tams tathaiva bhajamy aham
[mama vartmanuvartante, manusyah partha sarvasah]

[Sr Krsna says: “As a person takes refuge in Me and surrenders unto Me, I respond and reward
accordingly. Being the ultimate goal of all philosophies and doctrines, I am the objective to be
attained by all. Certainly, O Partha, everyone follows My various paths in all respects.”]

[Bhagavad-gita, 4.11]

Bana Maharaja: We’re going to ask you for a loan Guru Maharaja.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Mama vartmanuvartante, manusyah partha sarvasah. “Because there is
none beyond Me, so anyone praying for some trifle thing I am also giving trifle. But it is finished,
they’re again in want, but this is a play. But who are serious, wants Me, and they also have to pay for
that, however little, but his whole self he gives him whole. He gets Me whole. As he gives so he gets.”

Come out with your little thing, your little capital come out with your little capital. You will get His
in that return.

Bharati Maharaja: Bana Maharaja says he’s bankrupt.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: It is a good sign to be bankrupt here, then he will seek some shelter, he’s
seeking. If he’s really bankrupt then he’s seeking a shelter sincerely.

Bharati Maharaja: He would like to arrange a loan from you.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: A loan? Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha. This is all loan, the activity. I am also in the
loan, reaction. We are continuing the business in loan from Gurudeva. A business of loan, negative
side business, all on loan. Ha, ha, ha. Bearer of Mahaprabhu.

yare dekha, tare kaha 'krsna'-upadesa, amara ajniaya [guru hand tara ei desa
kabhu na vadhibe tomara visaya-taranga, punarapi ei thani pabe mora sangaj

[“Instruct whoever you meet in the science of Krsna. Teach them the instructions of Krsna in
Bhagavad-gita, and the teachings about Krsna in Srimad-Bhagavatam. In this way, on My order,
become a Guru and liberate everyone in the land. If you follow this instruction, the waves of
materialism within this world will not affect you. Indeed, if you follow My order, you will soon attain
My association.”] [ Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila, 7.128-9]

Amara ajiiaya, “1 will be capitalist.” He takes the risk of the position of a capitalist, amara ajiaya.

Hare Krsna. Gaura Hari bol. Gaura Hari bol. Gaura Hari bol.



Devotee: [?]

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: [?]

Bana Maharaja: Maharaja, then, one has independence to associate, one has the independence, or the
right to choose his association according to his own liking, right. Then, according to that liking one
will look for that association according to his own specific taste, or rasa, hmm?

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: The liking is not ignored, but the decision in the hand of the authority.
Liking is consulted. Liking sometimes may be defective. So liking has got importance but that is
limited. Everything is limited in jiva because he’s limited. No absolute power in his hand, because
he’s vulnerable. Anu means small, infinitesimal, that is there is vulnerability. So under guardian, to
live under guardian, that is safe for him. Otherwise whatever small freedom he has got he’s misusing.
And we’re the witness. No absolute right in any respect may be with jiva, all relative.



