His Divine Grace Srila Bhakti Raksaka Sridhara Dev Goswami Maharija
81.08.13.B

Dhira Krsna Maharaja: Radharamana, Gopal Bhatta Goswamt’s Deity.
Srila Sridhara Maharaja: No Radhika there? No Radharani on the side of Krsna?
Dhira Krsna Maharaja: No.
Srila Sridhara Maharaja: What have you seen, Caru Maharaja?

| saw, in Karoli alone, and Radharant in another room, and
when the devotees want to see Them combined they are to pay something and then

Radharant is taken to Madhanmohan. They’re living separately, in Karoli; that is a fashion
there. Other places only Govinda, and They’re alone. | did not see like that.

Bhakti Caru Swamt: | remember in Vrndavana, Govindaji’'s temple there’s both Radharani
and Krsna.

Dhira Krsna Maharaja: In Jaipur.

Bhakti Caru Swami: He’s saying that he heard that They have been brought in later;
Radharant was brought in later on.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Where, in Jaipur, or in all these temples?
Bhakti Caru Swamt: Jaipur. Yeah, all these temples.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Jaipur may have some particular case. When | visited Jaipur, | found
the priest had made his tilaka in this way, this flat way. | asked him, he’s a Bengali brahmana,
they worship; the priests are all recruited from Bengal because the saivaite is from Bengal. |
asked him, “What is this, that you have taken this saiva tilaka?"”

He was perplexed and avoided me. | could understand, did understand then, that
they’re under control of the king who is influenced by the smarta, so they’re compelled to
do in that way. The smarta conception of Krsna, they give recognition to Krsna, but not to
the bhakta, the devotees. ‘They’re all maya.’ That is, Krsna alone, they want to worship. And
they think the gopis, Yasoda, Nanda, Vasudeva, all, they’re all jiva, devotee, but not Krsna’s
constant companion. Nitya /ilg they do not recognise.

The Krsna means the eternal Krsna, and the devotees are also eternally connected with
Him. This is Vaisnava conviction. And the smarta conviction is, ‘the Krsna represents Brahma,
and He’s advaya, alone. And He descended here and made connection with the human
beings. He may be of higher order, but they’re not eternal friends to Him."” This is the
consideration of the smarta or mayavada.

Bhakti Caru Swami: Maharaja, this reminds me that when Srila Sanatana Goswami got
Madanmohanji, when Madanmohanji came to Sanatana Goswami He did not come with
Radharani, He was just alone. When he found...

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: That Madanmohan was being worshipped in Amili [?] but only
Madanmohan, and no Radharant. Then Radharani was brought after...



Bhakti Caru Swami: Manifested.
Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Manifested later on.
Bhakti Caru Swami: But Maharaja, another thing is that...

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: That might have been under the influence of the smarta, so they
might have done like that.

Bhakti Caru Swami: In Jaiva Dharma, Bhaktivinoda Thakura is telling that a pure devotee
does not worship the Deities in the temple, he worships manosek radha govinda siva karune

[?]

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: [?]

arcayam eva haraye, pijam yah sraddhayehate
na tad-bhaktesu canyesu, sa bhaktah prakrtah smrtah

["A devotee who faithfully worships the Deity, but does not properly respect the
Vaisnavas or the people in general is called a materialistic devotee, and is considered to be
in the lowest position of devotional service."] [Srimad-Bhdgavatam, 11.2.47]

That the kanistha adhikari, the devotee of the lowest order, they...

But their manasa pdja, their bhava paja...

Nearer approach to Govinda... proper. Not only their help in the physical plane is not
necessary for them.

When | came to Gaudiya Math first | found only Mahaprabhu’s Sri Mirti there. | asked
that, “This SrT Marti, is it out of daru or $ila or earth?”

They were very much enraged with me and told, “Don’t look like that. It is saksad
mahdaprabhu, Mahaprabhu Himself. You must try to look like that. And don’t take this
material connection with your visit, in this way.”

Then | put the question, that if He’s saksad mahaprabhu, Mahaprabhu Himself, then
why a junior devotee amongst you worships Him? Why not the highest amongst you, your
Gurudeva, he’s not with Him? That was my question. If Mahaprabhu Himself is present here
then the highest amongst you... he must... but he’s in the upstairs and your saksad
mahdaprabhu is on the outdoor room. What is the matter?

Then the answer came. “He’s also with Mahaprabhu. In his heart he’s always in the
company of Mahaprabhu, and that Mahaprabhu is within his heart. It is clearly shown there.
And that sort of Mahaprabhu is of higher order than this Mahaprabhu.”

Then also | told, it may be like that.

Then of course we are encouraged to see this Mahaprabhu, this Arca Marti, ignoring
our eye experience, to try, of course it is good. But the bhava pija within the heart, that
shows madhyama adhikari. A higher realised soul; the sannydsins are generally expected,
with prasadam also, the ordinary people when it will take to the temple and offer to the
Deity then take out that prasadam then it is prasdadam. But the sannyadsins, without
connection of the temple they offer mentally to the Lord and take that prasGdam. And the
mahda-bhagavata, he neither has connection with the temple, nor in mental offering, but
whatever comes to him he says that, “My Lord is sending to me today this for my food. This
is prasadam.” No necessity of any formality. But this is mental formality with the middle



class, and the gross formality is to be observed from the third class. But otherwise they may
not have real, deep conception about the divinity. That’s how they should begin life.

Just as when a boy begins to write he wants some big pen, and sometimes on the
ground he’s requested to write down the letters, and when grown up then some rough
paper and with bamboo or some other pen; and when higher, then of course with the pen
and fine paper.

And to begin with because our attention is addicted and is always engaged in gross
things, so the Lord has come — if He wants to come to us He has to come in that gross plane,
in His arca, paravyuha, vaibhava, antaryami and arca. And most graciously He comes to our
gross level to take us up from that plane to the subtle, and more subtle. That is the process
to help us. Hare Krsna.

Bhakti Caru Swami: That reminds me Maharaja, in the beginning when | was with
Prabhupada, one day | told Prabhupada, “Whenever | go to Calcutta | feel very much
tempted to eat sweets from the shops.”

Then Prabhupada said, “Well, it’s all Krsna, | mean eat, there’s no harm, eat, it’s Krsna
prasada.”

But | said, “But Prabhupada, | go to the shops and eat sweets.”

Then Prabhupada said, “Well after all, everything is Krsna prasada. Everything has been
given by Krsna.”

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Anyhow to connect ourselves with that divine connection, anyhow
to be near to that connection. Krsna smrti, that is to be roused within us any way or other.
Wherever I’'m posted | must begin from there.

loke vyavayamisa-madya-seva, nitya hi jantor na hi tatra codana
vyavasthitis tesu vivaha-yajiia,-sura-grahair asu nivrttir ista

[“Everyone is naturally inclined to have sex, eat meat, and drink wine. There is no need
for the scripture to encourage these things. The scriptures do, however, give concessions to
people who are determined to do these things. The scriptures therefore grant a license to
enjoy sex by allowing sexual intercourse with one’s lawfully wedded wife at the proper time
of the month. They grant a license to eat meat to those who perform a certain kind of
sacrifice, and a license to drink wine to those who perform the Sautramani sacrifice. The
purpose of granting these licenses for sense gratification is only to restrict these activities
and encourage people to give them up altogether. The real intention of the Vedic injunctions
regarding sex, meat-eating, and wine-drinking is to make one abstain from these activities.”]

[Srimad-Bhdagavatam, 11.5.11]

In the lowest class when there is affinity to many filthy things, even the sastra and
mantra and sadhu come to that lower level to lift them up gradually.

paroksa-vado vedo 'yam, balanam anusasanam
[karma-moksaya karmani, vidhatte hy agadam yatha]

[“Childish and foolish people are attached to materialistic, fruitive activities, although
the actual goal of life is to become free from such activities. Therefore, the Vedic injunctions
indirectly lead one to the path of ultimate liberation by first prescribing fruitive religious
activities, just as a father promises his child candy so that the child will take his medicine.”]

[Srimad-Bhdagavatam, 11.3.44]



By instalments they’re to give advices to us, gradually, with gradual development. To
our lowest level, by the will of Krsna, the sadhu and sastra have to come to take up. “Oh.
Manu-samhita says take this fish, this meat. Don’t take that fish, that meat, because if you
do that you will get many diseases that will come and attack and disturb you.” So they also
come to restrict him to take him in the way of restriction in a gradual process. Then
Manu-sambhita says, pravrttir esd bhiatanam, nivrttis tu maha-phala.

[na mamsa-bhaksane doso, na madye na ca maithune
pravrttir esa bhiatanam, nivrttis tu maha-phala]

[“It may be considered that meat-eating, intoxication, and sex indulgence are natural
propensities of the conditioned souls, and therefore such persons should not be condemned
for these activities. But unless one gives up such sinful activities, there is no possibility of
achieving the actual perfection of life.”] [Manu-samhita)

“But all | have given provision here for your food, this is when you cannot shake
yourself and which is impossible for you to check your, to think of being independent of
these allurements. But don’t think that this is as pure as the renunciation of these mundane
foods. Nivrttis tu mahda-phala, if you can give them up you will have a great achievement is
waiting for you if you can check, control yourself from the greed of all these foodstuffs.
Nivrttis tu maha-phala. Then again you’ll come that nivrtti, mere renunciation has got no
value at all. You must connect with the highest divinity otherwise it won’t fetch any real
value to you, this tydga. This prasada you must take. In this gradual process they’re
arranging for our good.”

Gaura Haribol. Gaura Haribol.

Bhakti Caru Swami: Maharaja, this reminds me of another incident. In Vrndavana | used to
cook for Prabhupada, and Prabhupada wanted me to get some vegetables. And one of the
vegetables was the bitter melon, korola [?] And he asked me to get Balan sak [?], korola,
kumru [?], begoon [?] and munda [?]. Then | went to the market and got, | bought...

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Purchased.

Bhakti Caru Swami: But then when | came back | told Prabhupada that | got all the
vegetables.

Then Prabhupada asked me, “Tell me what have you got.”

And so | started telling him one by one after the other, | got the spinach, | got the radish,
| got the pumpkin, | got eggplant. And then | remembered that | forgot to bring a korola, |
forgot to bring the bitter melon. And those days Prabhupada was not feeling very well. And |
knew that if | told Prabhupada that | forgot to bring the korola he’d be very angry. So ...

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Suppressed.
Bhakti Caru Swami: ...| lied to him. | told him, and | got the korola. And | thought that I'll just
send somebody to the market and get some korola.

And then Prabhupada told me, “Ok. You bring all the vegetables.”

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: “You give me?”



Bhakti Caru Swamt: Yes. “Bring them here so I'll show you how to cut them.”

Then | immediately ran out. And there was a boy who used to work in the guest house,
so | told him that, “You immediately take the cycle and immediately go to the market.” Well
first of all | went to the kitchen and looked around for if they had any korola, if they had any
bitter melon.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: In their stock.

Bhakti Caru Swamt: Yes, in their stock, but they all said there was no korola. And then | sent
this boy to the market on the cycle and told him that immediately you get it. So in the
meantime | was waiting outside the gate for this boy to come back. And at last he comes
back and tells me that there’s no korola in the market. At that time | was totally, and then |
felt that now I’'m finished. Now | have to go and tell Prabhupada that I've lied to him. And
now he’ll be extremely angry with me and he’ll chastise me and then he’ll feel very bad. And
anyhow | felt totally surrendered and then | started praying to Krsna, “Krsna, You are the
only hope for me.”

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Come to my relief.

Bhakti Caru Swami: | kept on praying, “l don’t mind if Prabhupada chastises me or whatever
he does with me | don’t care. But I’'m very much concerned about his health, and if he gets
angry then it will be...

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Excitement will cause, damage his health.
Bhakti Caru Swamt: Yes. And thinking that | felt very, | became totally numb.
Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Perplexed.

Bhakti Caru Swami: Yes. And then | started walking back towards the kitchen, and then | saw
that right on the veranda on the way back to the kitchen there’s one bitter melon lying on
the floor. And | just pounced on it, picked it up and ran, and then | took all the vegetables.
And | just kept on praising Krsna that, “Krsna, You’re so merciful.”

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: A miracle.

Bhakti Caru Swami: And | still don’t know Maharaja how, what to think of this. And then |
went to Prabhupada, and by that time it was quite late, Prabhupada was already having his
massage. So | went and told Prabhupada, “I brought the vegetables.” And so Prabhupada
said to cut this like that, and | started cutting according to his instruction. And then at last |
picked up the bitter melon and | asked Prabhupada how | should cut the bitter melon. And
Prabhupada looked at me with a smile and said, “Yes, bitter melon.” And the way he said it |
knew Prabhupada knew what happened.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: “But | had to manage it on your behalf.”

And to keep up your prestige, just as Arjuna to Hanuman, “They say, we are told, that in
Treta-yuga you are to construct a bridge to go to Lanka. And with the help of trees and
stones and so many awkward things, there was not good such a good archer who could
construct a bridge only with the arrows.”



Then Hanuman replied, “Oh. You can’t conceive the matter. If these stones were so
heavy, the bridge constructed by your arrows, that cannot stand, that will go down.”

Then Arjuna told, “It is impossible. If | construct a bridge with my arrows, none can
break it down; no pressure.”

“Then let us go and see.”

Then Arjuna constructed with arrows a bridge. And Hanuman he took so many stones
with him, even tied to his the hairs on his body. And he’s going, and with the
pressure the bridge is going down, but not finally broken. In this way he passed. Then
Hanuman, anyhow, some sort of, the bridge was somewhat damaged but it could not be
broken completely. Then Hanuman was a little defeated.

Then Krsna, coming to Arjuna, He says, “What have you done? | feel much pain on My
head.”

“What’s the matter?”

“When Hanuman was passing with his weight your arrow bridge is going down.
Wherever it’s going down I'm putting My head there. And wherever Hanuman puts his foot |
put My head there, below. So anyhow he passed. Arjuna of course he promised that, ‘If my
bridge is a failure then | won’t live, | shall die.” So to save you | had to take so much trouble.”
Then Arjuna, what he will say? Nonplussed, or something like that. “But for your earnestness
and your repentance and all these things, | had to secure anyhow this cover for you, to keep
up your prestige.”

In Yoga sastra it is mentioned that astheya, when one can practice the subtle, check the
subtle form of greediness, perfectly has checked, then he comes in a stage whatever he
wants, that thing automatically comes to him. Just as when one does not speak any
falsehood, any lie, then whenever he speaks anything that cannot but be true, bhak-siddham.
Whatever he speaks that comes to be true, siddha bhak. Then astheya, when no greed, it
has been practised within, then whenever he wants anything that will come to him
automatically; this is the nature, natural arrangement of prakrti. So prakrti what we see to
be a rigid, inert and dead thing, it is not so actually. It is all conscious, and conscious and
reasonable hand behind it, so all these are possible. One who does not speak lie, whatever
he speaks that comes to happen. One who does not want anything, if he wants anything that
must come here, astheya. The yogi willing something.

Paramananda Prabhu, Prabhupada’s personal assistant and the most senior disciple, a
boy disciple, he was travelling in a train with Prabhupada, Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura,
towards Haridwar. Then Paramananda Prabhu felt hungry and he asked Prabhupada, “I'm
hungry, | want some halava.”

Then Prabhupada told that, “Perhaps that may not be available here. Yes, in the next
station let us try, if we can get that, we shall purchase.”

Then there was a yogi in that carriage with Prabhupada, talking about devotional things
and yoga. “Oh. What does he say, that boy?”

Prabhupada told that, “He wants some halava, he’s hungry.”

“Oh. Yes, is it?” Then he put his hand outside the carriage, through the window and
took — “Take this, it is halava. You take it.”

So this siddhi, this may be arranged. And the devotees, they do not want this, but still
they wait to serve the devotees, such siddhi. Muktih svayam mukulitanjali sevate ‘sman,
dharmartha-kama-gatayah samaya-pratiksah.

[bhaktis tvayi sthiratara bhagavan yadi syad
daivena nah phalati divya-kisora-marttih
muktih svayam mukulitanjali sevate ‘sman



dharmartha-kama-gatayah samaya-pratiksah]

[“O Supreme Lord, if our devotion (bhakti) for You were more steadfast, Your
adolescent form would naturally arise (appear) within our hearts. Oh Devotion, you are of
such a magnanimous nature, if there is any way that we can have your least favour, then
mukti (salvation or liberation) will wait to serve us with open arms. What to speak of mukti,
even dharma (ritualistic virtue), artha (affluence), and kadma (material enjoyment) will be
waiting far, far away for whenever their calling bell is sounding. Then, they will rush to our
feet saying: 'What do you want?' Then there would not be the slightest necessity to pray for
the triple pursuits of religiosity, gain, and sensual desire (dharma, artha, kama), and their
negation in the form of liberation, because muktr will personally attend us as a concomitant
subsidiary fruit of devotion in the form of deliverance from ignorance, her hands cupped in
prayer (like a preordained maidservant); and the fruits of bhukti (transitory pleasure
culminating in attainment of heaven) will eagerly await their orders, from us, should any
necessity arise for them in the service of Your lotus feet.”] [Krsna-karnamrta, 107]

They're always waiting whenever a devotee wants to get the chance to serve them.
Devotees very rarely they may take such course, on account of Krsna’s service. ‘That these
newcomers have come to serve Krsna. He will be discouraged. He'll be unsuccessful in his
attempt.” So Krsna’s managing to help a junior devotee.

Then all right, | want to take leave of you now. It’s too late.

Gaura Haribol. Gaura Haribol. Gaura Haribol. Gaura Haribol.



