His Divine Grace Srila Bhakti Raksaka Sridhara Deva Goswami Maharaja
81.08.10.B

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: So | am unwilling and you come and force, exact from me if you
find anything good. What is very akin to your master’s gift, if you find that what you have
already got from your spiritual master, similar things are to be found here, then of course
you may come and try to snatch it and distribute to the world. You have got that right.

Bhakti Caru Swami: We are situated in Das Goswam’s position, and you are situated in
Sanatana Goswamt’s position.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Ha, ha. Hare Krsna.

Bhakti Caru Swami: You are forcing us to relish the nectar.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: But you are active. | am passive here. I’'m reluctant...
Dhira Krsna Maharaja: That is deception.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: ...and you are coming to me. Hare Krsna.

Dhira Krsna Maharaja: We're active like monkeys.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Hare Krsna.

Dhira Krsna Goswami: A monkey is also active.

Bhakti Caru Swami: Whatever you are giving us is spiritual, so the activity cannot be
perceived in the material plane, but in the spiritual plane the activity is going on Maharaja.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Hare Krsna. They say like that, even my senior God-brothers they’re
of the opinion, when they listen to me they say it’s as if they’re listening to Guru Maharaja.
Some sort of peculiarity is in my chanting, my statement; the nature of my delivery about
the spiritual thing. | think perhaps | always talk from above the plane of knowledge, jiana.
Bhakti transcending jiidna: that is knowledge, sphere of knowledge, of consciousness. That is
my tenor, that never on this side, on the side of this exploitation. Exploitation, renunciation,
and dedication; I'm always awake that | must be on the land of dedication, crossing
renunciation; a positive. Renunciation is negative. This is the negative side, it is abscissa, and
then the positive side, the land of dedication, the plane of dedication. It must be of that
characteristic. Perhaps that is the tenor of my speech about the Absolute. So they say that,
‘as if we are hearing from Prabhupada.” And when Prabhupada was also present, then also
many senior sannydsins after hearing Prabhupada’s lecture they took me to their room and
asked me, “What has Prabhupada said? Just repeat it.” And | did as much as | could, and
they appreciated. It is Prabhupada’s grace, Mahaprabhu’s grace: something like that.

But Prabhupada was mortified, or sorry that ‘ease lover’ with the remark ‘ease lover.’
He asked the editor of Nadiyd Prakdsa at the time was Sramana Mahardja, who is

Acarya in Mayapur now: | sent an article for Nadiya Prakdsa from Bombay about
Bhaktivinoda Thakura. And Prabhupada told him, “If you can print such articles in your paper,



the standard of your paper will be higher.” That remark also Prabhupada made about my
article.

Bhakti Caru Swami: And he also told you that, about you he said that, ‘he’s leaving his
spokesman behind,’ in you.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Yes. He left the word to Goswami Maharaja. “I’m satisfied that my
words will be, my advices will be here after,” after going through my poem about
Bhaktivinoda Thakura.

yad dhamnah khalu dhama caiva nigame brahmeti sanjiidyate
yasyamsasya kalaiva duhkha nikarair yogesvarair mrgyate
vaikunthe paramukta-bhrnga-carano narayano yah svayam
tasyamsi bhagavan svayam rasa-vapuh krsno bhavan tat-pradah

["The effulgent, non differentiated aspect of divinity known as Brahman is composed of
infinite particles of individual consciousness, and has been considered by the Upanisads and
by Vedic scholars to be the halo of the Absolute. The localised plenary portion of Godhead
known as Paramatma is sought after by the great yogis practising extreme penances.
Narayana Himself, the predominating Lord of the Vaikuntha planets, whose lotus feet are
worshipped and served by His unexcelled bee like devotees, is only a partial representation
of the original Personality of Godhead. The original or full-fledged aspect of divinity is Krsna.
O Bhaktivinoda Thakura, you have not come to distribute Brahman or Paramatma or even
Narayana bhakti, but Svayam-Bhagavan Krsna, the original conception of the Absolute, who
is all-ecstasy. It is you, O Gurudeva, who can gently place me in His hands, and you have
come to give Him to the public."] [Srimad-Bhaktivinoda-viraha-dasakam, verse 7]

Prabhupada took that, ‘he would not sell my things in a black market very cheaply. He
knows the standard, after crossing Brahman, Paramatma, Narayana, then Krsna.’ 'Viraja,'
'brahmaloka,’ bhedi' 'paravyoma' padya, tabe yaya tad upari ‘'goloka-vrndavana'
'krsna-carana'-kalpavrkse.

[upajiya bade lata 'brahmanda’ bhedi' yaya / 'viraja,' 'brahmaloka,' bhedi' 'paravyoma’ paya
tabe yaya tad upari 'goloka-vrndavana' / 'krsna-carana'-kalpavrkse kare arohana]

["The creeper of devotion is born, and grows to pierce the wall of the universe. It
crosses the Viraja River and the Brahman plane, and reaches to the Vaikuntha plane. Then it
grows further up to Goloka Vrndavana, finally reaching to embrace the wish-yielding tree of
Krsna's Lotus Feet."] [Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila, 19.153-4]

And then there is the Goloka, then madhurya-rasa, and then Radha-dasya, the highest
end of the whole Gaudiya sampradaya, the Radha-dasya. That was represented in the last
stanza.

Sri-gauranumatam svarapa-viditam [rapagrajenadrtam

rapadyaih parivesitam raghu-ganair-asvaditam sevitam

jivadyair abhiraksitam suka-siva-brahmadi sammanitam
sri-radha-pada-sevanamrtam aho tad datum iso bhavan]

["What was sanctioned by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu by His descent was intimately
known only to Sri Svariipa Damodara Goswam. It was adored by Sanatana Goswami and



served by Rlapa Goswami and his followers. Raghunatha Dasa Goswami tasted that
wonderful thing fully and enhanced it with his own realisation. And Jiva Goswam1 supported
and protected it by quoting the scriptures from different places. The taste of that divine
truth is aspired for by Brahma, Siva, and Uddhava, who respect it as the supreme goal of life.
What is this wonderful truth? Sri-radha-pada-sevanad: that the highest nectar of our life is
the service of Srimati Radharani. This is most wonderful. O Bhaktivinoda Thakura, you are
our master. It is within your power to allow them to bestow their grace upon us. You are in a
position to bestow the highest gift ever known to the world upon us all. It is at your disposal.
O Bhaktivinoda Thakura, please be kind to us and grant us your mercy."]
[Srimad-Bhaktivinoda-viraha-dasakam, verse 9]

And was very beautifully, and the adjustment was very nice, sri-gaur@numatam
svarapa-viditam riapagrajenddrtam, these are the qualifications of Radha-dasya, sanctioned
by Gauranga. And appreciated by, and that is thoroughly known by Svaripa Damodara, and
appreciated by Sanatana Goswami. And it was distributed by Ripa Goswami and
Raghunatham. Raghunatha tasted it and again developed it. And Jiva Goswami came to
protect it from others that it may not be mixed with other alloyed things. So protection from
the scriptures and reason was given by Jiva Goswami, and Baladeva, others, jivadyair. And
that was prayed [for] by Uddhava, and Brahma, Siva, and others. That was, they showed
their respect from far away, the Radha-dasya. And you, Thakura Bhaktivinoda, you can, aho,
what to speak, what wonder, that you can distribute that very thing to all. You are so great.
The Ramanuja, Madhvacarya, they’re Acaryas of the Bhakti School, Devotional School, but
their strata, their plane, is lower. And what you have given that is the highest and its
acquaintance is like this.

So step by step the development was shown there. Though it is kavya, poem, but still,
as in Srimad-Bhdagavatam; both, the tattva and kavya, poetry as well as argument, this
ontology, poetry and ontology mixed together. So Bhdgavat, Srimad-Bhdgavat is of that
type, both poetry as well as ontology.

And in my style also, poetry as well as ontology is mixed, not only poetry, but ontology
is there, and poetry is also there. That is the characteristic of my Sanskrit verses. And
Premadhdma-deva-stotram it is also both the ontological aspect as well as the life of
Mahaprabhu has been given there it is found.

In Caitanya-caritamrta, in Srimad-Bhdgavatam, also, they deal with this, both poetry as
well as ontology, the presentation combined.

So Prabhupada was very much satisfied with my writings.

Dhira Krsna Maharaja: In one of your writings you have mentioned the spiritual identity of
Bhaktivinoda Thakura, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakura, and Gaura Kiora Dasa
Babaji Maharaja. [Asks another devotee] “Do you know that poem I'm talking about?”

Bhakti Caru Swami: Mm:
kamala-priya-nayanam, guna-maijari-garima-guna-hari-vasana-vayanam

[sarasi-tata-sukhad otaja-nikata-priya-bhajanam
lalita-mukha-lalana-kula-paramadara-yajanam
vraja-kanana-bahu-ménana-kamala-priya-nayanam
guna-mafjari-garima-guna-hari-vasana-vayanam
Subhadodaya-divase vrsa-ravija-nija-dayitam
pranamami ca caranantika-paricaraka-sahitam]



["O Dayita dasa, preoccupied with intimate service alongside the Lord's closest servitors,
you are residing on the banks of the Saraswati River, seated inside a simple grass hut in the
beautiful garden known as Svananda-sukhada-kufija. Always standing just before Srimati
Lalita Devi within a group of Mafijari servitors (as Nayana-mani Mafijari) you are deeply
absorbed in devotion's inward current. In the gardens of Vraja you are intimately disposed
to Srimati Kamala Mafijari (Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura), the closest object of your affection,
and your singing of the divine qualities found in Guna Mafijari (Srila Gauraki$ora) weaves a
tent inviting Lord Hari to reside there. On your auspicious appearance day | offer my
obeisances unto the tips of your lotus feet in the association of your dear most servitors. O
Gurudeva, you are the favourite object of King Vrsabhanu's daughter, Srimati Radhika."]

[Sri-Dayita-dasa-pranati-paficakam, verse 4, from Sri Kirtana Mafjusd, p 33-4]

Srila Sridhara Maharéaja: Yes. Vraja-kanana-bahu-manana-kamala-priya-nayanam. Kamala
means Bhaktivinoda Thakura, Kamala Mafijari, bahu-manana-kamala, and very favourite to
Kamala Maiijari. That is Bhaktivinoda Thakura. And who is always trying to enchant the good
gualities of Guna MafijarT [Gaura Kisora Dasa Babaji Maharaja] and thereby he’s constructing
as if a room where Hari can live, Krsna can live tent. So guna means thread,
thread means guna, and also guna means quality, so with the guna of Guna Maiijari, by the
chanting the qualities of Guna Maiijari, his Gurudeva, with that guna he’s preparing a tent
where he’s asking Krsna to live there; that within the fist of Guna MafijarT his Gurudeva. That
is mentioned there. And also in sujandrbuda [first word of the first verse of Sri Sri
Prabhupada-padma-stavakah] | have mentioned:

vipuli-krta-vaibhava-gaura-bhuvam, bhuvanesu vikirtita gaura-dayam
dayaniya-[gandrpita-gaura-padam, pranamami sadd prabhupada-padam]

[O Srila Prabhupada, you have widely spread the glories of Sri Gauranga’s holy abode,
Sr1 Mayapura Dhama, and you have openly declared the nature of Sri Gauranga’s mercy
throughout the universe. Your graceful personality has planted the lotus of Sri Gaura’s holy
feet in the hearts of your deserving servitors. | eternally offer my respects unto that
wonderful effulgence that emanates from the radiant lotus toe-tips of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Saraswati Thakura Prabhupada.] [Sri Sri Prabhupdda-padma-stavakah, 5]

Then,

cira-gaura-jandasraya-visva-gurum, [guru-gaurakisoraka-ddasya-param
paramadrta-bhaktivinoda-padam, pranamami sada prabhupada-padam]

[O Srila Prabhupada, as the universal spiritual master and guide, you are the eternal
refuge for Sri Gauranga’s devotees. You are always dedicated to serving your spiritual
master Srila Gaura Kisora, and you are a careful servant to the lotus feet of Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura. | eternally offer my respects to that charming effulgence that shines
from the radiant lotus toe-tips of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada.]

[Sri Sri Prabhupdda-padma-stavakah, 6]

Though You are eternal master, the general of the Gaudiya camp,
cira-gaura-janasraya-visva-gururm, and the universal Acarya, guru-gaurakisoraka-
dasya-param, still, we see in you the serving mood about your Gurudeva, Gaura Kisora.
Being so big, still you hold the mood of serving your Guru, dasya-param. And paramadrta-
bhaktivinoda-padam, and great reverence for the holy connection of Sri Bhaktivinoda
Thakura we observe in you there also; and in some other places also. Hare Krsna. Hare Krsna.



Tatastha-vicara; and relatively he was more connected with Gaura Kisora, relative
consideration: but from absolute consideration he had more attraction for Bhaktivinoda
Thakura, than that for Gaura Kisora Dasa Babaji Maharaja.

Bhakti Caru Swamt: That’s from the absolute.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: The absolute consideration. These are very subtle things, very
subtle things.

Sanatana Goswami he says in Brhat-bhdgavatamrta when he’s writing about the
Queens of Dvaraka, “Rukmint is such and such, Satyabhama is such and such; these are such.”
Then he says at the time, “A man, a fellow like me, a fellow of the street like me, now he has
sat down to deal with so many higher ideals. How much audacity | have got, that what | am,
like a worm or insect, and | go to judge the position of Satyabhama, Rukmint and others,
who have so much loving affection and gives to Krsna, all these things. But this is not mine.
Someone | feel, someone has got hold of my hand and pen and is forcing me to write all
these things. It is not mine. What audacity | may have that I’'m going to give a comparative
study of the affectionate service of the great divine Queens of Krsna. Who am I? But
someone is forcing my hand to write all these things. In this way it is possible.”

[Krsnadasa] Kaviraja Goswami also says,

ei grantha lekhaya more ‘madana-mohana’ / amara likhana yena [Sukera pathana]

[“Actually, Sri Caitanya-caritamrta is not my writing but the dictation of Sri
Madana-mohana. My writing is like the repetition of a parrot.”]

[Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila, 8.78]

It is cent per cent true. This is not a hyperbolic expression. They’re forced to write from
above. There is such potency and it is possible that connection with them. These are very
higher things. Gaura Haribol. Gaura Haribol. Gaura Haribol. Gaura Haribol.

Dhira Krsna Maharaja: So Maharaja, considering that I’'m just a mleccha from the western
countries, what audacity | must have to even think | can understand something about

Sanatana Goswami or these great spiritual personalities. So sometimes | wonder.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: what audacity?

Dhira Krsna Maharaja: | was saying like he’s saying, that Sanatana GoswamT is saying that
Satyabhama...

Bhakti Caru Swami: Sanatana Goswami what audacity;
that I’'m a man from the street and I’'m writing about...

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Going to deal their...

Bhakti Caru Swami: Comparing between the Queens of Krsna in Dvaraka. So in the same
mood Dhira Krsna Maharaja also is feeling that after all I'm a mleccha and what an audacity
that I'm trying to understand Sanatana Goswami and Ripa Goswami and all these elevated
personal associates of Caitanya Mahaprabhu.



Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Ha, ha, ha. So perhaps that plenary force is acting within you. Ha,
ha, ha. Hare Krsna. Of course: yam evaisa vrnute tena labhyas.

[nayam atma pravacanena labhyo, na medhaya na bahuna srutena]
yam evaisa vrnute tena labhyas, [tasyaisa atma vivrnute tanam svam]

[“One cannot understand the substance of the Paramatma, the Super-soul residing
within everyone's heart, by means of expertise in logic, intelligence or learning. When the
living entity begs the Lord for His mercy, being desirous of His transcendental loving service,
then the Supreme Lord reveals His self-manifest form directly before him.”]

[Katha-Upanisad, 1.2.23]

We're all discussing all these things; is it a very easy thing for others to talk in such
matters, leaving — there are so many things for our enjoyment in the world of exploitation,
leaving all these...

When | came to Prabhupada first, in Calcutta, there the Upanisad was being explained
there, Urupi Pandita, there was one Pandita from Urupi, from Madhva School, he was
explaining, Prabhupada was also one of the audience, and myself, and Kalna Puri Maharaja,
and one or two more. At that time | thought, “What is this? The Calcutta is a town of
mundane business, full of so much noise, with mundane business and activities. And that
ancient tapovan what was cultivated in ancient India in the tapovan we are told, and that in
the busy city of Calcutta, that thing is being dealt with. That high order that was cultivated in
the ancient tapovan of India amongst the rsis, and that thing is again being repeated here in
this busy city of Calcutta of mundane business.” That thing made me wonder. So whenever
and wherever the katha, that is the chanting of the qualities; that is well and that is good.

No yatra, vaikuntha katha suda paka [?]

However outwardly purer the atmosphere may appear, but if there is no talk about Hari,
that must be rejected like anything. The talk of Hari, that is the criterion of the highest plane,
Hari katha, sudapara, the nectar of nirguna, that Krsna. Because the surrender is at the
extreme point there, the absolute autocrat, and love begins there, love begins.

As in the Hindu system of marriage, one wife sacrificed, and then there is a possibility of
appearance of love. Otherwise a mutual contract, as in the marriage of the Christians and
the Mohammedans; a contract, equal partnership. No room of love there. The sacrifice must
be in one part, then the question of love and affection appears.

The highest sacrifice of the highest degree only exacted in Goloka, in Vrndavana, so the
guestion of love can come there only. No sacrifice, no affection, no love; according to the
degree of sacrifice, dedication. Dedication is the foundation of love, of the structure of love.
Without dedication no love can stand over. The highest, the greatest autocrat, and the
highest dedicating agent: Radharani, mahabhava svaripini.

Gaura Haribol. Gaura Haribol.

Radhika, why Radha-dasyam? We are wanted to dedicate and dedicating highest ideal
is Radharani, in all respects, madhurya rasa, and parakiya, endangering all His achievement.
She is approaching to be fodder of the greatest consumer, autocrat, Krsna. The dedication in
its zenith is there only. And Her company in any way, a slight company, or Her connection,
will purify us. Our adherence should go that side. That should be considered the highest
wealth.



Gaura Haribol. Gaura Haribol. Gaura Haribol. And Mahaprabhu came only to prove, to
show, to prove to the world the highest dignity of Radharant.

yadi gaura na hoita, tabe ki hoita, kemone dharitam de
[radhdara mahima, prema-rasa-sima jagate jandata ke
madhura vrnda vipina madhuri pravesa caturi sara
baraja yuvati bhavera bhakati Sakati hoita kara]

[“What great insurmountable, unsurpassable loss would we have faced in our life, if Sri
Gauranga had not appeared before us on this earth? How could we bear our unfulfilled,
empty life without Him? Who in this world would have described the super excellent
transcendental glory of $ri Radhika, Who is the last limit of divine love and devotion for the
Supreme Lord Krsna? Without His grace, who would be able to know the super excellent
devotional path that gives entrance into the transcendental realm of the ambrosial ecstasy
of Vrndavana? Who would be able to attain the mood and taste of the topmost devotional
ecstasy of the young damsels of Vraja?”] [Vasudeva Ghosa]

Those that are closely connected with Radharant it is their statement. “Our heart’s
nectar has been taken out here by Mahaprabhu, our greatest admirer, our canvasser.”
Vasudeva Ghosa, one of the sakhis; “What we possess in our bosom is so valuable and
Gauranga has come to establish in the market that our heart’s wealth is of the highest type
of wealth. If He did not come to express this to the world then how could we live? Our life
would have been impossible if the greatness of our Mistress had not been shown, placed in
such high standard. Then how could we bear our life?”

Hare Krsna. Hare Krsna.

Dhira Krsna Maharaja: You said once that for someone to change their rasa that that’s very
rare.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Very rarely, but it’s possible.
Dhira Krsna Maharaja: So when Mahaprabhu came and,

anarpita-carim cirat karunayavatirnah kalau
[samarpayitum unnatojjvala-rasam sva-bhakti-sriyam
harih purata-sundara-dyuti-kadamba-sandipitah
sadd hrdaya-kandare sphuratu vah saci-nandanah]

[“May that Lord, who is known as the son of Srimati Sacidevi, be transcendentally
situated in the innermost chambers of your heart. Resplendent with the radiance of molten
gold, He has appeared in this age of Kali by His causeless mercy to bestow what no
incarnation ever offered before: the most sublime and radiant spiritual knowledge of the
mellow taste of His service.”] [Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila, 1.4]

With this madhurya rasa, was He giving opportunity for jivas to be promoted to
madhurya rasa - because He’s distributing those sentiments?

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: He came mainly to distribute madhurya rasa. And automatically
other rasa are there because they’re living on madhurya rasa. They’re all dependent on
madhurya rasa. Madhurya rasa is the mukhya rasa and adi rasa. In both these important



ways mdadhurya rasa has been described. It is the first original rasa and it is the combination
of all the rasa, the madhurya rasa, independent rasa. All others are like satellites, vatsalya,
sakhya, they’re only depending on this transaction, vildsa.

So Mahaprabhu came to give the original, the principal thing, and all others
automatically got their justice. And so His sampradaya is known as riipanuga. Ripa Goswami
is exclusively in madhurya rasa. Our sampraddya is known as ridpdanuga. That exclusively we
are, we profess that we are in madhurya rasa. Then there may be some vatikrama,
exceptional cases, but mainly the rapanuga. The Mahaprabhu came and ripanuga, all this
means that all are, grahak, purchasers, seekers of madhurya rasa, mainly. There may be
several exceptional cases, but the general tenor is this, madhurya rasa, ripanuga, because it
is ripanuga. Our Acarya Guru parampara is madhurya rasa. Vatsalya rasa eliminated, even
Nityananda Prabhu. Nityananda Prabhu is not in the list of Guru paramparda. The Svaripa
Damodara, Ripa, Sanatana, Raghunatha, all in mdadhurya rasa. Acarya, more or less,
madhurya rasa.

So mainly our sampradaya is that of madhurya rasa, taking towards Radha-dasya,
generally, but Radha-dasya presupposes other rasa. The madhurya rasa presupposes all
other rasa. There must be vatsalya rasa, must be sakhya rasa. Krsna means such a group,
not Krsna alone, He must have His paraphernalia, mother, father, others, all these things.
But madhurya rasa, though it is covered in disguise, but it is the main current is there and all
other rasas are subsidiary, are helping His /il with madhurya rasa. They also cannot be
eliminated. They also must be there. But they’re living on madhurya rasa. The principal thing
is madhurya rasa, and to help the transaction of madhurya rasa all other rasas are necessary,
to do their quota, to contribute their quota.

Dhira Krsna Maharaja: So santa rasa of Goloka must be different than santa rasa of
Vaikuntha.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Yes of course different.
Dhira Krsna Maharaja: So they’re helping to promote madhurya rasa?

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Yes, they’re also helping. Just as Radharani says in Kuruksetra,
“Though He’s that Krsna, I'm that Radha, but My mind is always running towards
Vrndavana.”

The anukul parivesh, the favourable environment, the Yamuna, the trees, the sand, all
these, the birds, the moira, all helping, they have got their particular contribution to the /ilg,
in different times. They’re all helping; otherwise Vrndavana /ilg is not possible. So everything
has got its special serving value.

Gaura Haribol. Gaura Haribol. Gaura Haribol. Gaura Haribol. Gaura Haribol.

Dhira Krsna Maharaja: So, our Guru Maharaja, he introduced the Ratha-yatra of Jagannatha
in the western countries.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Yes.
Dhira Krsna Maharaja: So | was thinking that eleven years ago | first saw that. Naturally | had
practically no idea of the spiritual significance, but by somehow coming in contact, like Ripa

Goswami says,

klesa-ghni subhada moksa-, [laghuta-krt sudurllabha



sandrananda-visesatma, sri-krsnakarsini ca saj

[“Uttama-bhakti, the purest devotion, is the vanquisher of all sin and ignorance, and
the bestower of all auspiciousness; liberation is belittled in the presence of such devotion,
which is very rarely attained, the embodiment of the deepest ecstasy, and the attractor of
Sri Krsna Himself.”] [Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, Pirvva, 1.17]

Subhada, it is so auspicious that it seems that after some time you are drawn into some
understanding of such things. As our Guru Maharaja gave Caitanya-caritamrta...

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: This is all that sukrti. Anyhow having some connection with the
transcendental nirguna, transcendental wave. You all have some connection with
transcendental wave previously, and wherever you are it has kept you, it has taken you,
floating above very near to such thought, of the Vrndavana plane, coming near to the
Vrndavana. The underground activity of previous lives was there. And that has taken you
floating just near were Swami Maharaja began his preaching. That nearness to the capacity
of acceptance of his words, that sort of merit was already within you, and in variegated
nature, and that has taken you to appreciate. Otherwise it is not possible; nirguna,
connection with nirguna. Gaura Sundara. Gaura Haribol.

Bhakti Caru Swami: Maharaja, | was reading Srimad-Brhat-Bhdagavatamrta and | was
wondering one thing. Both the Madhvi vipra and Gopa Kumara, in the beginning they didn’t
have any knowledge about Vrndavana or...

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: In the beginning?

Bhakti Caru Swami: They did not have any understanding of the spiritual nature, but still
they were interested and that’s how they were approaching the spiritual world. When | was
reading that | was wondering whether this knowledge about the spiritual nature that
beforehand if we have the knowledge whether it will stand as an obstruction?

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: You see; they had some previous connection with things,
acquaintances with things of nirguna world, of the hazy world. Otherwise how when they’re
connected in their gradual improvement in a place and after experience of some time it does
not have any charm? Then the occasion comes from the higher. One agent comes in their
connection and he’s taken to that place. And again after living, passing some time in that
plane he feels unsatisfied. Then some connection from upper agent comes there and he
goes there. What does it mean? That the background is such that though they’re going
gradually externally, but some backing, some healthy backing is there that wherever he’s led
he’s not satisfied. Then again...In this way in the highest position only they could get their
fulfilment; that sukrti in the background that was there.

adau sraddha tatah sadhu-sango’ [tha bhajana-kriya
tato’ nartha-nivrttih syat tato nistha rucis tatah
athdsaktis tato bhavas tatah premabhyudaricati
sadhakanam ayam premnah pradurbhdve bhavet kramah]

[“In the beginning there must be faith. Then one becomes interested in associating with
pure devotees. Thereafter one is initiated by the spiritual master and executes the regulative
principles under his orders. Thus one is freed from all unwanted habits and becomes firmly
fixed in devotional service. Thereafter, one develops taste and then attachment. This is the



way of sadhana-bhakti, the execution of devotional service according to the regulative
principles. Gradually spiritual emotions manifest and intensify, then finally there is an
awakening of divine love. This is the gradual development of love of Godhead for the
devotee interested in Krsna consciousness.”] [Bhakti- rasamrta-sindhu, 1.4.15-16]

From there it has begun, but how sraddha is produced? Sat-sangah prapyate pumbhih
sukrtaih pdrvva-safcitaih.

[bhaktis tu bhagavad-bhaktasangena parijayate
sat-sangah prapyate pumbhih sukrtaih parvva-sarficitaih]

[“Actually we can recognise a sadhu by sukrti. Apparently we can know him from the
Sastras, the scriptures, because the sastra helps us to know who is a sadhu, and the sadhu
gives us the interpretation of the sastra. So sddhu and sastra are interdependent, but the
sadhu holds the more important position and the sastra has the secondary position. The
living sastra is the sadhu, but to know who is Guru, who is sadhu, we are to consult the
descriptions given about them in the scriptures. The symptoms of the sadhu, both of the
Guru as well as the disciple, have been written in the Bhagavatam, in the Gita and in the
Upanisads.”]

[Brhan-Ndaradiya Puranal

That we meet a proper sadhu it is not a chance coincidence but it is the result of the
previous sukrti. What is sukrti? Our connection with the plane of service, dedication, and not
of this land of exploitation or renunciation: that is called sukrti.

Dhira Krsna Maharaja: So in the same way it is our causeless good fortune that we have got
your connection and association.

Srila Sridhara Maharéja: Swami Maharaja, and now he’s departed and you have
come here, and he also told about that in some way or other. Anyhow we’re connected and
this talk is going on. Talk is going on; the praise of Radharant which proves the highest
attainment. Anyhow we’re as in such a way that we have got the advantage of, we’re forced
to talk about Radharani and Her greatness and all these things. There may be so many
engagements, but anyhow by Their grace we are engaged in the topic of the highest order to
our realisation. Hare Krsna. Hare Krsna. Gaura Haribol. Gaura Haribol. Prema-rasa-sima,
radhara mahima, jageta janata ke? Dedication, dedication, bhakti means dedicate,
para-bhakti. Mad-bhaktim labhate param.

[brahma-bhiitah prasannatma, na Socati na kanksati
samah sarvesu bhitesu, mad-bhaktim labhate param]

[“The spotlessly pure-hearted and self-satisfied soul who has attained to his conscious
divine nature neither grieves nor craves for anything. Seeing all beings equally (in the
conception of My supreme energy), he gradually achieves supreme devotion (prema-bhakti)
unto Me.”] [Bhagavad-gita, 18.54]

“Brahma-bhitah, attained a spiritual position fully placed on spiritual plane,
brahma-bhitah, that has crossed the mundane and has got his identification with Your
conscious unit. And prasannatma, a sort of self satisfaction is there. Na Socati na kanksati, in
reference with the mundane loss and gain; indifferent. Samah sarvesu bhitesu, considering
the worldly persons they’re neutral, not contributing any mundane help to any other person,



samah sarvesu bhitesu. And they’re all equal in soul consideration. In conscious
consideration they’re all unit of soul, samah sarvesu bhitesu. Mad-bhaktim labhate param,
then he’s in a position to go to the, to My real affectionate love quarter, mad-bhaktim
labhate param. He gets My higher devotional service. They're eligible, from this position
they’re really eligible to search, or to advance towards the land of My dedication, of My
devotional service, mad-bhaktim labhate param.”

The bhakti is always above the land of renunciation. We must take it for granted always
that it is cinmayi, never mundane, bhakti. Dedication to the country, dedication to the
society, to the nation, to the family, this is all extended selfishness.

For a few years | joined the Gandhi Movement of non-cooperation, and then came to
Gaudiya Math, then | had to fight with the same people, people of same nature. And my
weapon was ‘extended selfishness.” That was a very helpful weapon, the extended
selfishness, to identify with the country. To identify with the body, bodily comforts, then
extend it to the family, to the village, to the clan, then to the country. But there’s clash
between the greater units. Hindustan, Pakistan, then Europe, Russia, they fight with one
another. The clash is inevitable, only extended selfishness. The lover, the patron,
philanthropist, all extended selfishness.

Nothing less than identification with the Infinite can get us proper relief. And no
number of finite can make infinite. So from the beginning the plane of infinite should be
taken up. ‘I shall begin from here by extending the area of our activity we shall reach one
day to the infinite,” that is not possible, because no number of finite can make infinite. So
from the beginning that comes from higher to lower, srauta-pantha, the method of descent,
of deduction, deductive method, and we are to submit to that. And He’s trying to give
Himself, to reveal Himself. We must connect with Him. We must sell our head there. That is
the only way, srauta-pantha And that depends upon ajiata-sukrti, jiata-sukrti,
then sraddha, that if | do my duty towards that Wonderful One my duty is done to the whole,
and more than that.

“Whatever you can conceive that is in My one part; I’'m such.”

So begin there, not any part. No part can be any important part in Him; always
transcending, transcending. Gaura Haribol. Nitai Gaura Haribol.

Bhakti Caru Swami: So Maharaja, in Brhat-Bhagavatamrta again, you were saying that when
Gopa Kumara was going through the eight layers of prakrti, outer layers of maya, in the
causal layers of maya, then he was getting rid of his physical concept. Like the earth, water,
fire, air, ether; and then ahankara, mahat-tattva too, and then ultimately prakrti. So in that
layer only he got rid of his false ego, or the mundane concept of his identity. And then from
there he started to develop [?] So does that mean that unless and until we
go through those veils of maya and...

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Sometimes unconsciously we pass over that. By the help of
sadhu-sanga and sankirtana, all these things, his progress is such; unconsciously he’ll pass
those very subtle different stages of maya.

Just as satapatra vedhah nydya, the hundred lotus petals that are pierced by a needle,
it takes no time, and unconsciously only within a very short time the whole is penetrated.
But if we finely analyse we find a hundred. So something like that; unconsciously we may
pass through, different stages.



Dhira Krspa Maharaja: You quoted that verse, once you quoted that verse of
Prabhodananda Sarasvati...

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: If we walk our progress is very slow, but horse riding quick, and
aeroplane in no time we pass so many provinces. Something like that.

What do you say?

Dhira Krsna Maharaja: You quoted a verse once...



