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Initial Contact

Gokulananda das

So many things change. vet, so many things remain the
same. | have been quite delinquint in my service of producing
the Sri Vaishnava Transmission. But, by the mercy of my Divine
Master and his local representative Sripad Bhakti Kanan Gin
Mabharaja, another chance to redeem myself has been granted

Here, then, is the new issue of Transmission tor vour
inspection. [ hope it meets with the Vaishnava's approval. as it
represents many months of off-again/on-again work.

We kick off this issue with a lecture that His Divine Grace
Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev Goswami Maharaja delivered
during his last tour of the United States. This never betore print-
ed lecture was delivered at the Detroit ISKCON center. In this
lecture, His Divine Grace details his intimate relationships with
Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and Srila Bhaku
Rakshak Sridhar Dev Goswami Maharaja. Srila Govinda
Maharaja’s stories and realizations about these giants in our
spiritual line have always been a source of great inspiration to
the Vaishnavas, so here we present them with much satisfaction.

Sripad Giri Maharaja’s article “The Great Souls Also
Struggle™” was semi-scooped by our progenitor publication from
Santa Cruz, Sri Vaisnava Toshnai, published by the esteemed
Sruta Srava Prabhu. However, the entire article has never before
been published...until now. Sripad Janardan Maharaja. one of
the great stalwart devotees of our line has graced us with an
original article for this issue. We present it in its entirety.

Sripad Giri Maharaja and Sripad Ashram Maharaja had a
very enlivening exchange of thoughts viz. Sripad Giri
Maharaja’s article via Email. The contents of those letters are
also presented here for your perusal.

Satya Hari Prabhu also has an article here. Beyond being one
of the main pillars of our community in New York. Satva Hari
Prabhu is a prolific writer and publisher as well. He has pro-
duced leaflets, invitations and other printed materials for the
Math here in New York. He has been asking me for many
*MANY* months, “Where is that article I wrote?” To that |
must, somehwat embarrased, respond. “Uh...it’s here, finally.
Prabhu....”
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v dear respectable devotees
of Lord Krishna and other

honorable ladies and gen-
tlemen. I am feeling so fortunate to
have come here to this temple of
Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada in Detroit. By the eager-
ness of the devotees and the grace of
Lord Krishna, Srila Guru Maharaja
and Srila Prabhupada, I have come
here and I am very happy to meet
with all of you.

When [ see this beautiful temple
| feel great peace in my heart. This
place 1s so far from the birthplace of
Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu in
Mavapur. He is non-different from
Radha-Govinda. and He 1s the Yuga-
Avatara. the inaugurator of Hari
Nama Sankirtana. Sr1 Caitanya
Mahaprabhu forecast that the chan-
ting of Hare Krishna would be heard
all over the world!.

Today we are seeing the efful-
gence and beauty of Sr1 Sr1 Nitai-
Gaurangadeva. so far from Their
appearance place of Sridhama,
Mayapur. They are being wor-
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N Mahapr S
( 1€ ent vorld. Even in th

rialist country of America

nose 0o come
. first year he
underwent great austerities. He did-
n't even have enough food to eat.
After one year Lord Nityananda
>rabhu opened the door and people
joined in from every section of soci-

His movement was Sankirtana

ywhere devotees are
Hare Krishna

glories of Nitat-

worshipping Sri
sovinda. | have seen 1t

Anvone who has not

everywhere

seen this personally would not

believe it, but this 1s my experience.

This is my fifth world tour in
eighteen months and in every coun-
try I have visited, we have been
received with much honor and

respect by many devotees of Sri

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, because of

our being His followers. But all have

come to Mahaprabhu through Srila

Prabhupada. He 1s the tirst guru who
preached Krishna Consciousness all
over the world. We must bow down
to his lotus feet first and then we can
speak something about Krishna
Consclousness.

Everyone does not know what
Why
should we worship Krishna instead

Krishna Consciousness 1s.

Srila Govinda Maharaja and Srila Sridhara Maharaja

of other incarnations or the
demigods? Their abodes are exist-
ing, but why should we worship
Krishna? This is what Mahaprabhu
taught through his tfollowers Rupa,
Sanatana, Ragunatha, Bhatta,
Ragunatha Das Goswami, Sri Jiva
Goswami, Lokanatha Das Goswami,
Krishnadasa Kaviraja Goswami,
Narottoma Thakura, Srinivas
Acarya, Syamananda Prabhu,
Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, and
Baladeva Vidyabusana. Through
them Mahaprabhu's conception
became manifested. They are our
Guru Parampara.

Mahaprabhu’s conception 1s very
simple. He said it isn’t necessary to
do many things in this Kali Yuga. It
is not possible to practice the Vedic
rules and regulations and worship
the demigods. Mahaprabhu’s con-
ception was:
vrajesd-

aradhvo bhagavan

tanavas tad-dhama vrndavanam

ramyva kacid upasana vraja-

vadhu-vargena va kalpita

srimad bhagavatam pramanam

amalam prema pumarrho man

I'(.JI-';;?T ’-!I!".i'.]!\.dli.!Ir ;[‘: -},"\(. _. -.'. :.'.I_
Thi ka was
Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura

Sdys. ar

tanayas
worship Krishna? What

need to know to decide if |

worship Kri

SC10oUusness 1s ne

of God Consciousness. In
Brahma-samhita, St
Bhagavatam. Mahabh
Upanishads and in all the seriptur
we can see Krishna described as the

Supreme Personality of Godhe

Why 1s He the Supreme Person

Because He has an infinite torm
showed His original form
human kind which is existing
transcendental abode of Vrinda
He appeared here for distn
His mercy which 1s love. We
love, we need beautv. we
charm, affection and harmony
need these not only h

or eternity. This life w X



e than one hundred years or so
salm vt tin S e
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this 1s a very smal

Our existence 15 that ol a 1niva

- a souls body 1s COn-

C 0 d 1as (nree quali-

l1es, ".‘.i:.'..l\'.ﬂ_;!. [eeling anda willineg,

h are existing witn (rod

ities, the jva

Besides these three qua
1as tifty other qualities that are with
God but are existing in smaller por-
tions. Therefore the jiva souls cannot
' y in this material world
Everything in this material world 1s
passing and changing very rapidly
Janma-mrtyu-jara-vyadhi dukha-
We cannot avoid

dosanudarsanam>
birth. death. happiness, sadness, aus-
terity and so many things in this
Today | may be born in
America and my next birth, through
my karma, I may be born in
England. Sometimes we are
American, British, Russian, Indian
but that identification is only tempo-
rary. The main identification of the
jiva soul 1s completely different. The
jiva soul 1s really of a transcendental
re and has it’s own spiritual

world

qualities and qualifications.
ntortunately we are bound here
by Mava or illusion. We are attracted
bv the negative power of Krishna
which is called Maya and we are suf-
fering here life after life. Merciful
Krishna is, from time to time, giving
us the chance to go to our own
abode in the spiritual world which 1s
called Vaikuntha, Paravyoma or
Vraja Dhama. Sri1 Caitanya
Mahaprabhu said we have no caste,
creed or criteria there. We are gopi-
bhartuh pada kamalayor dasa
dasanudasah.® Our real identifica-
tion 1s that we are the servitor of the
servitor of the servitor of the lotus
feet of Vrindavana-candra, Krishna.
We need go to the spiritual world
because we have a hankering for
eternal love, eternal beauty, eternal
charm, eternal affection and eternal
harmony. In the spiritual world that
is existing. Our place is there, not

SRI

here. Th

Mahaprabhu's conception

ts 1s Sr1 Caitanya

that if you read Srimad Bhagavatam
and Bhagavad-gita you will under-
stand that. All the scriptures: Vedas,
Vedanta. Upanishads are giving

but how? In this age of Kali

Mahamantra. nothing else

necessary. the Mantra will

Himself in your heart to be the non-

different form of Krishna. and your
whole existence will become tran-
scendental. You will see everything
as transcendental. After leaving this
world your transcendental form and
service in the spiritual world will be
revealed to you. This 1s your real
activity and service. You will get all
this through the chanting of the Hare
Krishna Mahamantra because the
Hare Krishna Mahamantra has this
type of power particularly in the age
of Kali Yuga. Other Yugas have their
particular Mahamantras.
Each yuga has its
Mahamantra but in the Kali Yuga we
cannot properly practice the Vedic

own
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[tself 1n vour heart vou will ger the
service ot Radha-Knshna”
The Brahma-samhita has o
lescription of the abode
KRN Kantral ]
purusah kalpa-rara
druma bhumis cintamani-zan
Mdvi tovam amrramr
and
cintamani-prakdra-sadmas i

RAlpd-vrKsd-
| O
tAdKsavriesu

abhipalavantam

e'r{.'l"\'.\'?.h‘.".\LH..'-.!.\FJ-n".'..-'- sambhrama

vevvamanam

‘E{I’J\'Hirj{!!?! Lf;irlf—lf?l‘ff':{_\'iff” fam anam
Mm,r'umff’

This knowledge has descended

from the spiritual worlc

Srila Sridhara Maharaja and Srila Govinda Maharaja circa 1960
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viahapraoinu didn [ compose any

oks but His dear-most associates
2upa. Sanatana and other
swamis composed many books
that transcendental abode and

[ts consciousness. Mahaprabhu sim-
ply said that we are unqualified

it is difficult

to understand,

rstand we will get the

ranscendental knowledge ot Krishna
The jiva soul won't

the matenial world

L ONSCIOUSNESS

be satisfied withi
so he must try and get that transcen-
dental connection and service to that
transcendental abode. The jiva won't
be satisfied by anything else because
His

1s covered by this temporary

118 real form is transcendental

encasement and everyone 1s thinking

1 Maharaja

6

navar ka catiefiad
ever be satisiied

the scriptures what will you get
will not get this knowledge. so why
should vou spend all your time like
that?”

He said very clearly to

Prakasananda Saraswati, "My
gurudeva said:
murkha nahika

rmit, romara

vedantadhikara

krishna-mantra rapa sada -

manftra-sara

Prakasananda asked Sri Cait-
anyadeva why he was keeping away
from the other sannyasis. "You look
very beautiful but why aren’t you sit-
ting with us and why are You chanti-
ng and dancing and mixing with the

travels the globe in his service to his Divine Masters

Sn Catt

Ya \].ll. 1 sald, |

qualitied

am not and

ingly chanting and dancing. \

gurudeva gave this Mahamantra

me and he s

will reveal uselt in your heart. 1t wi

make you dance. At was
very feartul. I thou was
mad or crazy so | went 1 y g
deva and asked him what k

e Me

Kiba manrrd dild gosant, Kipd

mantra he g:

."!-JtJIrILlI

rapitre fdpPILle manitra

I
pagala

This mantra is so very powertul
that when [ am chanting 1t. everything
is happening beyond my control

Then My gurudeva said

rumi fomara nanikd

murkha
vedantadhikara
‘krishna-mantra’ japa sada-¢1

manrra-sara

‘I gave the supreme mantra of
Kali Yuga to you. We are all un
fied in this Kali Yuga

No one can pronounce and

the Vedic mantras properly. In the
other Yugas they had the type

strength and power to perform big
sacrifices and worship properly

the Kali Yuga no one can do anythin
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115 Opportunity 1s the chanti

the Hare Krishna Mahamantra and

suddho nitva-mukto 'bhin-

natvan nama naminoh”

and also

atah sri-krishna namadi na

vhaved grahvam indrivaih
sevonmukhe hi jivadau, svavam

r i

evda sphurary adan”
When we chant with a clean heart,

Sri Harinama will reveal Himself. He

inspiration to the jiva soul.

is chanting and dancing

ilso make that jiva soul
t and dance
nama nache jiva nache nache

1w dham

Harinama Himself is dancing on
yur tongue and the jiva soul 1s also
lanc with Him. Krishna-prema 1s

His form in His body and
Krishna-prema also is dancing there
is astasakti-bhava-vicara, 1t is
revealed in his body

"nama nache jiva nache nache

prema dham"
Through His association people
chanting

Mayadevi 1s so shy to see this that she

11l over the world are
is leaving His vision. This is what
Mahaprabhu said to Prakasananda
Saraswati. He said "My guru said to

chant the Hare Krishna Mahamantra

b

srila Govinda Maharaja praising his guru

and that power will come to you. It 1s
already happening to you, so don’t be
This is the nature of Krishna
Nama." Hearing this. Prakasananda
was very happy and he asked some

fearful

questions to Sri Caitanya

Mahaprabhu about Mayavada.
Mahaprabhu said, "The torm of

Krishna is transcendental and you

cannot see it. What you are seeing 1s

the effulgence of Krishnaloka. Thi:
called paravyoma. You are saying that
it is Brahman. but it is only the efful-
gence of paravyoma and that 1s noth-
ing. That is your idea. But the scrip-
tural idea is not like that"
Brahmaloka is existing no doubt.
but that is effulgence. Then Sn
Caitanya Mahaprabhu recited
verse from Brahma Samhita.
yasva prabha prabhavato jagad

this

anda koti

asesa vasudhadi vibhuti

KOIISV

oinnam

tad brahma niskalam ananta

asesa bhutam

govindam adi purusam tam aham

onayami” -

Ly

i

T
]

*“It 1s the effuly Yara na
or Vaikunthaloka. You
YO up to that e Fenc Y i,
don’t vou trv and g :
SCriptures provide tne proces
1side. Why are v 5 Jng
practice there?”

[hen He said

eldl, il 1) ."..' iy "

-l:-’llx:.t..ll'rlr-: ¥ -\t‘l”.!.t." .I(.'.‘.l: \I' [

"If you proceed inside :
see what 1s existing there." There ar

five types of rasas or relat

with the Lord and the Lord Himseli
plaving with His associates
transcendental abode. Goloka

Vrindavana. He said this
Prakasananda Saraswati

The next day when Mahaprabh

was going to bathe in the Ganges. He
was being followed by thousands

people. When He danced and ch

the Holy Name ot the Lord

danced and chanted the Holy

with Him. Prakasananda Saraswan

nead
| iU

saw this and thought
He

Caitanyadeva has revealed 1s

thought that what Srni
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into the western

: . ; 1N y ditte ( etwee
2 haktivedanta Swami , ' .
e . . _ F greater capacity and strength than the beast. They are b
Prabhupada. All religions are indebt- * ; ' :

: ' - : . inimals ey ai 50 d
*d to him. In all religions. In

a v 1 ol 1o ) W

L

recognized process to chant the Turi-karnad- .
: - P Nr-de d
Holy Name of their Lord. However 1n

this age of Kali only Krishna Nama

from the illusory

take us to the tran-

abode of Krishna. In
Vaikuntha there are many abodes of
the incarnations of Krishna. but
Krishnaloka. Goloka. exists as the
est plane. There are His

riends (gopas) and giriiriends

1 Hill. the Yamuna

forest. and tne

2 giving every-
1p tor the ser-
1dic '\\]i_:;

s 1n that service 1n that Abode. he

never come back to this matenal

hhutant vanti bhutejva vanti mad-

darino ‘pt mam* -

Choose your spiritual destination.
First realize what your needs are and
then proceed in that direction. Always

in this direction and then

another direction is not good. Kanak,
kamimi & pratistha. In this world you

will get temporary wealth, women

and fame through the demigods. but

that 1s not essential for vour life

T 1 . o1 & ; 1 . e | Tha '.._-_ e IHTAan. Or ([F ovin '1": A an
What 1s the difference between the IMIACRITARE S A SOYIRga
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body. We won't get it very easily
Now that we have 1t we have some
hope from the upper level. Krishna
has revealed Himself in the form of
sastra. guru and sadhu and sometimes
He Himself comes or sends His rep-
resentative. There are many ausp-
ictous things we can see In this lite.
"Plavam su-kalpam guru-karnad-
haram." If we try with this body we
will get more and more spiritual
facilities, so why should we ignore
that? We must get a body. maybe tree
or plant or human. through our
karma. If we can use this body to
search for Sri Krishna. it will have
much value. This is Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu's advice. Krishna means
"Reality the Beautiful." It is not dead
matter but living matter so we should
use it wisely.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu gave
this knowledge and that knowledge
came to America through Srila
Prabhupada, who widely preached it
here. Everyone must be indebted to
Srila Prabhupada because so many
jiva souls have gotten their supreme
benefit of life through him. Today I
am seeing Srila Prabhupada’s glories
manifest here. Everywhere 1 am see-
ing his divine form in photos and
Deity form and I am stunned and
amazed.

Atter finishing each of his world
tours, every time Srila Prabhupada
would meet with Srila Guru Maharaja
and give him a report. He would say
how he was preaching and how many
auspicious people were joining our
mission. In this way he would give all
the news. Sometimes he would write
me. He requested me on three differ-
ent occasions to come with him. Srila
Prabhupada wanted to show me
everything so I could give a report to
Guru Maharaja. He said that if Srila
Guru Maharaja could see through
your eyes, he would be so happy. So
please come with me.

I couldn’t go as Guru Maharaja
was sick and [ was his doctor. [
couldn’t go under any circumstances.
At that time I was wearing white

c'oth (householder) and I told
Prabhupada that since he was a san-
nyasi and [ was wearing white cloth, |
couldn’t go with him. Srila
Prabhupada said [ shouldn't worry
because. "I will make you suited and
booted." He said that it didn't matter
whether [ was wearing white or sat-
fron cloth. Please come. You will be
stunned to see the affection with
which they are receiving me. He said.
"They are receiving me with rose gar-
lands and tears in their eyes. And
they are dancing in their hearts.” [
couldn’t go then but now that [ have
come here [ am seeing it in many
places. When [ landed in Hawaii
everyone forgot | was a sannyasi and
they all came to embrace me. There
was no difference between ladies and
gentlemen. They made a big pyramid,

“When [ took
sannyasa [
promised [

would serve his
Deities, his
devotees and
his mission "’

perhaps two hundred devotees mini-
mum, and everyone was embracing
someone who was embracing me.
Then I remembered that Srila
Prabhupada said, "They are embrac-
ing me with rose garlands and tears in
their hearts." | am seeing this every-
where.

When [ went to Ireland, one
enthusiastic devotee was playing the
mridunga drum in the airport security
area and when they asked him to stop
and he didn’t, they arrested him. The
police were very strong. When [
asked the devotees about him they
said he will come out in two hours.

They would get bail for him. Thes
told me to get in the car and we
would go to the temple [ said |
should go mside to get him. He was
enthusiastically chanting the Hare
Krishna Mahamantra and so he was
not doing anything wrong [t was
wrong for him to be n the securnit:
area but he forgot that it was the
security area. | said to get him
released or [ wouldn't enter [reland. |
will go back.

They were very shocked and said.
"Maharaja how shall we manage t”"
[ said, "Wait until my secretary.
Mohan. comes back from getting the
luggage and then he would talk to the
police.” When he came. I told him 1o
tell the police that I was waiting out-
side. He went and told the police that
this devotee had only made a small
offense and that our Guru was wait-
ing outside and that he wouldn't enter
[reland until that devotee was
released. He told the police to release
him and to take me into vour jail
instead. Otherwise. our Guru will
stand here, and outside the devotees
will create much noise. Sankirtana
So the police thought it would be best
to release him!

Many things have happened in
many places. This is all because of
the glory of Srila Prabhupada. Why
has this come here”

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu said:

prthivite ache yata nagaradi-gram

sarvatra pracara haibe moru
nama

Today we are seeing this coming
true. It is increasing day by day. This
time [ went to Brazil. Prabhupada
didn’t go to Brazil but the flow of
Krishna Sankirtana is going there
also. Many devotees came to take ini-
tiation and join in Sankirtana. There
are many devotees there and we had a
big festival for over ten days. We are
participating with that great wave and
we are feeling very fortunate to have
the opportunity to participate in that
great wave. We will no doubt get
some brokers fee as we are giving

9
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Mahaprabhu s name to others and
Krishna will be happv. Sri Gurudeva
will be happy and they will give more
and more of therr mercy to me. [ am
simply a middle man and this s my
teeling.

| am trying heart and soul as [
promised my Guru. When [ took san-
nvasa | promised [ would serve his
Deities. his devotees and his mission.
| can’t retreat from that promise. |
accepted this and | must do this until
my death. That is my happy duty 3.

Footnotes:

lprithi\'lte ache yata nagaradi -
gram savatra pracara haibe mora
nama

"In as many towns and villages as
there are on the surface of the earth,
My holy name will be preached.”
(C hgitanya Bhagavata)

="The most worshipable Supreme
Lord. Sri Krishna, appears as the son
of the cowherd king, Nanda Maharaja
along with His transcendental abode,
Sr1 Vrindavana Dhama. The most
pleasing type of loving service is ren-
dered to Him there by the multitudes
of spiritual milkmaids (gopis).
Srimad Bhagavatam is the spotless
authority on all scriptural subjects
and pure love of God is the final goal
of life for all human beings. These
statements, for which we have the
highest regard, are the opinion of Sri
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.”

“"an objective view of the miser-
able defects of material life, that is,
birth, death, the infirmity of old age,
disease, etc. (B.G 13.9)

+"I am not a brahmana, I am not a
ksatriva, [ am not a vaisya or a sudra.
Nor am [ a brahmacari, a householder,
a vanaprastha or a sannyasi. | identify
Myself only as the servant of the ser-
vant of the servant of the lotus feet of
Lord Sri Krsna, the maintainer of the
gopis. He is like an ocean of nectar,
and He is the cause of universal tran-
scendental bliss. He 1s always existing
with brilliance." (C.c. Mad.13.80)

“1 worship that transcendental seat

10

known as Svetadvipa. where as loving
consorts. the Laksmis. in their unal-
loyed spiritual essence practice the
amorous service of the Supreme Lord.
Sri Krishna. as their only lover: where
every tree is a transcendental purpose
tree: where the soil is of all-concious
cintamani jems; all water is as eternal
nectar; every word is in song: every
step 1s in dance: where the Lord’s
flute 1s the favorite attendant; where
the ever present effulgence 1s full of
transcendental bliss; where every enti-
ty 1s in their supreme spiritual form
and thus enjoyable for the Lord’s plea-
sure; where numberless spiritual
Surabhi cows always emit transcen-
dental oceans of milk; where there is
the eternal existence of transcenden-
tal time, who is ever present and with-
out past or future and hence 1s not
subject to the quality of passing away
even for the space of half a moment.
That realm 1s known as Goloka only
to a very few self-realized souls in
this world." Brahma Samhita 5.56

61 worship Govinda, the primeval
Lord. the first progenitor. Who is
tending the cows, yeilding all desire,
in abodes built with spiritual gems.
surrounded by millions of purpose
trees, always served with great rever-
ence and affection by hundreds of
thousands of laksmis or gopis.
Brahma Sambhita 5.29

T"You are a fool, he said. You are
not qualified to study Vedanta philos-
ophy and therefore you must always
chant the holy name of Krishna. This
is the essence of all the mantras of the
Vedic hymns." C.c. Adi 7.72

8"My dear Lord. what kind of
mantra have you given Me? I have
become mad simply by chanting this
maha-mantra!" C.c. Adi 7.81

9" The holy name of Krishna is a
transcendental wish-fulfilling gem - 1t
bestows all spiritual benedictions. for it is
Krishna Himself. is the personification of
divine mellow, the fountainhead of all
pleasure. The holy name of Krishna is
not a material name under any condition,
and it is no less powerful than Krishna
Himself, it is absolutely complete in all

respects. Since Krishna's name 1s not
contaminated by anv matenal guahties
but s transcendentally pure. there s n
question of its being a product of the 1llu-
sory energy. mava. The holy name of
Krishna 1s eternally hiberated and spiritu-
al. This 1s because the name of Krishna
and Knishna Himself are nonditferent ”
(Padma Purana & Brs 1.2.233)

0The the material senses cannot
know Knshna's holv name. form. qual-
ties. and pastimes. When a conditioned
soul 1s awakened to Krishna conscious-
ness and renders service by using his
tongue to chant the Lord's holy name and
taste the remnants of the Lord's food the
tongue 1s purified. and one gradually
comes to understand who Knishna really
1s. In other words. the holy name or
Knishna (Padma Purana & Brs | 2.234)

o worship Govinda, the primeval
Lord, Whose effulgence. 1s the source of
the nondifferentiated Brahman men-
tioned in the Upanisads. which. being
differentiated from the infinity of glores
of the mundane universe. appears as the
indivisible, infinite. limitless. Truth *
(B.S. 5.40)

12"Those who worship the demigods
will take birth among the demigods.
those who worship the ancestors go to the
ancestors; those who worship ghosts and
spinits will take birth among such beings,
and those who worship Me will live with
Me." (B.g. 9.25)

13"This valuable human form of life
is rarely attained and is superior to all
other forms of life. for having attamned 1t.
one may easily cross over the ocean of
material existence. The human form ot
life may be compared to a boat for cross-
ing the material ocean. The guru s the
captain and the mercy of Sn Krsna 1s the
gentle wind that carries the boat safely to
its goal. One who fails to make use of the
human form of life to cross the ocean of
birth and death with the help of guru and
Krsna 1s committing spiritual suicide.”
(S.B. 11.20.17)
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the first time In its entirety In this issue of 7 Vaishnava Transmission

I feel. ciates. Of course, I was not. But
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Dear Sripad Giri Maharaja: tion with Srila Guru Maharaja and Sr:ila
Govinda Maharaja.

I was reading the last issue of the After reading this article a recol-
Sri Vaishnava Toshani, and was very lection from long ago came to my mind. I
happy to see your article. What a beau- remember thinking around the time of
tiful glorification you did about Srila Srila Prabhupada’s disappearance that I
Prabhupada’s long standing life of ded- always dreamed of beccming one of Srila
ication. It was done very thoughtfully, Prabhupada’s intimate or stalwart ass

It seems by reading the article, that hoping that in the future I woul

the editor is acquainted with facts of Suddenly, we all know, he departed.
Srila Prabupada‘s life as if he (you) that dream was shattered. Since
were his contemporary. It was so vivid- time, I often heard many comments,

narrated, with life references of much advice on how one :“uﬁu

from the Shastras, and many other Prabhupada. Senior Godbrother

ila Govinda Maharaja, and excerpts intimate connection with Srila

sources - written very consciously. Any utter phrases like: "“Prabhu, vyou
reader will say, “the editor ‘of this believe that you are an intimate dev
article, has increased my understand- of Srila Prabhupada, as I am, beca:

ing and acquaintance of Srila vyou are serving his mission. You

Prabhupada’s life through his associa- dedicated yourself. So, there sh




and I got the oppor-
Srila Guru Maharaja.

1en, my dream was not just satisfied
but fulfilled more than I ever could
have imagined. My satisfaction went
bevond my farthest expectations or
dreams. The path of grace - how wonder-
ful are His ways.

As time went by I also could see that

my relationship with Srila Sridhar
Maharaja was very modest. I was happy
and surprised that my senior
Godbrothers’ could relate with him so
confidentially. I could never do that.
But still, I was satisfied considering
which was granted to me.
Guru-Mahraja departed, and I was
1 and my faith was
spite of feeling so much con-
by material deficiencies, I
i recognize the truth of my mod-
¢ position and mental entanglement.
realization brought me to the feet
rila Govinda Maharaja.

Today, I'm starting to feel a little
more mature (Perhaps this 1s just a
question of age. The years make us more
experienced). Now, I can see that the
assocliation with Srila Govinda Maharaja,
has given me a hundred fold better
understanding of Srila Prabhupada: his
sentiment; his nature; the dimension of
his life; and also what one could feel
associating intimately with someone of
his stature. Sometimes we can travel

ith Srila Govinda Maharaja to different
countries and places, and participate
in grand events. That gives me an idea
of what it would be like in the associ-
ation of A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami, with-
out any bitterness about having “missed

itcie lost
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hich was C
walt patiently -
And, “I should &

grace alre
explained
Maharaja. But
I think it is more natu

itself. There are adults,
ple, youths, infants,

them will get their

evolve, and play their
Otherwise it will look
somebedy trying to
one category: All adults
categories even 1in the spiritual r=a .m.

chlis 18

So, it’s better not to be afraid of cac-
egories due to enviousness, i #
ourselves into an offence -

tience for acgquiring a high
which would be more than we dese

I don't know what would have h
had I listened to those sugges:t
leng ago. Would I have the same
ment which I feel today’ Generallvy,
is not possible in one’s life - to turn
the clock backwards and play your 1
again. But, I sincer=ly feel, that with
the recent association of, first Srila
Sridhar Maharaja, and then, more impor-
tantly, Srila Govinda Maharaja, I |
come to know better the life
Prabhupada lived, why he came to
world and much more detailed informaticn
about his activities previous to his
campaign in the West. Not just
Srila Prabhupada, but to my surprise, T
have come to

know more about Srila Guru Manaraja
himself.

It seems to me that if I had disas
ciated myself from Srila Govin
Maharaja, I could never have had such an
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article wvery much. Keep on
this way, Maharaja.
Affectionately,
Swami B.K. Ashram

D

My Dear Ashram Maharaj,
my dandavat pranams at

Guru and

ri

95}

1l glories to Sri

I am so fortunate to be acguainted
with devotees such as yourself. Whenever
I think I have reached the limit of my
fortune I find it has expanded one step
further. It is happening in such a
miraculous way by the grace of our
Gurudev who is revealing Himself through
devotees like your holiness. Everything

ou

have written is very true. The senti-
ments vou expressed are of such a deli-
cate and fine nature that I feel very
privileged to have some touch with them
by your grace.

Of course I see you as one of the
intimate associates of Srila Prabhupad
and Srila Guru Maharaj and I am not
alone in that wvision. It 1is an
inescapable conclusion voiced by many
of our Godbrothers and Srila Govinda
Maharaj himself.

I was just reading in the Navadwipa
Dhama Mahatmya a question posed by Srila
Jiva Goswami to Sri Nityananda prabhu.
He asks how it is possible that many
non vaishnavas can live in the holy
abode of Navadwip. Nityananda prabhu
answers that they are apparently liwving
in the dhama but in fact they are not.

The holy dham is covered by a veil of
illusion and those persons that have
materialistic interests are living out-
side of this veil which is impenetrable
by them. The true devotees live within

= rso
self, el
side :ha"
ha

As for

gories sucn as adu;u.
true. But there is another point as
well. The human child will alwavs grow
into a human adult, he will '
a monkey or some other
words what you have become is what you
were all along. You began
vaishnava and still you ares a
only the outer form has
transformation. You know
ple already. There may
the sky blocking the sun but «ne“ that
cloud is gone then it is €

undaer il

-t

LIl

e a4 cloud 1n

tell where it was, it is as 1f i1t wers
never there at all. We do not ses any
cloud with you and, thernfsre je can

not imagine where any co
ed.

Before you left Merida I was asking 1
you would write something in glorifica-
tion of His Divine Grace,
Prabhupada, and now I have been satilis-
fied beyond expectation. Would you
if we published your letter 1: the
Vaishnava Transmission? You
expressed many things which I think the
devotees would appreciate very much.

bt

Srii

Affectionately yours,
Swami BK Giri

R R

Dear Giri Maharaja:

If you like, feel free to publish my
letter to vou in the Sri Vaishnav
Transmission. I would be happy if wvou
also included your reply to me.

W

Affectionately,
Swami B.K. Ashram
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October of 1965 Srila

Prabhupada arrived 1in New York City

to the well-to-do
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ML was not very satistied with the
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their lives in pursuit

Ft

[t was almost exact-

that Srila

e apsolute m

this.

ne year aftter

his tirst hart nama

rabhupada took

neton Square Park

pkins Square Park on
ower East Side of Manhattan after
ing 1 store front at 26 Second
\venue in August of the same year. Here
he began to meet with great success
preaching mostly to young hippies and
radical. antiestablishment youths. These
yvoung men and women were sincere
seekers of the truth and were willing to
throw off their old lives and devote them-
selves to a life of Krishna conscious-
ness. This was like a new beginning for
Srila Prabhupada’s preaching and it was
so well received that within eleven years
he opened over a hundred temples all
over the world.

We often hear devotees speak of Srila
Prabhupada’s preaching work as if it
were an overnight success. As if one
day he decided to go to America and
then. joined by thousands upon thou-
sands of disciples. opened temples all
over the world. This idea is often fol-
lowed by a subtle or direct implication
that this 1s the sole qualification of an
acharva and anyone falling short of per-
ing such a miracle may be a "ven-
erable vaishnava", but is tainted in some
way. Both ideas betray a shallow under-
standing of Krishna consciousness. The
first idea would have us think that the
real devotees of Knshna, the pure devo-
tees. do not undergo any difficulties.
Like the proverbial rich child born with
a silver spoon in his mouth who floats
through life with no cares or responsi-
bilities. There may be some instance of
this, but generally we find the lives of
areat devotees defined by their unswerv-
ing faith and devotion in the face of
great adversity. Shall we think of Srila
Raghunatha das, Srila Hari das Thakura,
Srila Bhakti Siddhanta or our own Srila
Prabhupada as men of leisure who
walked on flower petals thrown from
the sky? Or, shall we see their lives for

what they were. great examples of

renunciation, tolerance. sacrifice, and
dedication to the service of Sr1 Sn1 Guru
and Gauranga’

[t 1s true that a wondrous miracle
occurred during the eleven vears ot Srila
Prabhupada’s preaching from 1966,
when he established his first "temple” on
26 Second Avenue in New York City,
to his disappearance in 1977 after open-
ing temples 1n almost every important
city in the world. However, Srila
Prabhupada’s life was not lived in eleven
vears. He appeared in this world 1n 1896.
first met Snila Bhakti Siddhanta in 1922,
took initiation in 1932, started the

League of Devotees in 1933, took san-

nyasa in 1959 and left for America in
1965. During Srila Prabhupada’s 81
vears in this world 69 were spent doing
something other than preaching in the
West. Sripada Satsvarupa Maharaja in
the title to one of his books on Srila
Prabhupada’s life referred to those years
as "A Lifetime in Preparation”. Such a
description is a far cry from "a life of
leisure". Certainly from the time of his
initiation, 1if not before, Srila
Prabhupada’s life might best be char-
actenized as a struggle.

He struggled to serve the mission
of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta while main-
taining a precarious business and a dif-

ticult 135 he 2
one of 5
10.000 rupees e 20 y
also been attected and my « g

increased. That is why I am fighung

practcally staking my whole life. [ am

all alone in the nuddle ot s

he struggled to get to America |
after arriving in America he taced
remendous disappointments. So m
so that he would sometimes walk t
docks and wonder 1f he should hook
passage on the next ship back to India

After opening many temples and mi
tiating hundreds of disciples Srila
Prabhupada struggled to maintain and
expand the society he had created. He
had to personally intervene when his
disciples. 1n contradiction to his instruc-
tions, jeopardized deposit money meant
for purchasing a new building in New
York. He had to intervene when some of
his Godbrothers tried to steal his disci-
ples. In Bombay one of his most impor-
tant projects in India was almost lost
when the previous owner of the land
tried to take 1t back both by treacher:

and by force. Srila Prabhupada himselt
said "preaching means a tight" this was
not a theory but a personal experience

To an outsider his preaching life may

have looked easy. but that is only

because he was so expert that he made
it appear that way.

Srila Prabhupada’s success in spread-
ing Krishna consciousness was a mira-
cle of faith and devotion. but it would be
a mistake to think that such preaching
success is the only means of determin-
ing a vaishnava’s qualification. Srila
Prabhupada’s preaching success did not
become manifest until atter the age of
69. When Srila Prabhupada left India
it was practically on the heels of fail-
ure. He had mitiated one disciple. start-
ed and abandoned the "League of
Devotees", had no temples. and although
he had translated and printed some
books, practically none of them had
been distributed. If we should then con-

15



SRI

VAISHNAVA TRANSMISSION

clude that he must have been a devotee
of lower standard 1t would not only be
wrong, it would be an offense.
Vaishnavera kriya mudra, it is very dif-
ficult to understand the activities and
symptoms ot a vaishnava. yanra citte
xrihsna-prema karaye udaya. tanra
vakva. knya, mudra vijneha na bujhaya
"Even the most learned man cannot
understand the words, activities and

svmptoms of a person situated in love of

Godhead.” (CcM.23.39)

In the Upadeshamrta Srila
Prabhupada writes "One is forbidden
to observe the activities of a pure vaish-
nava from a matenal point of view. For
the neophyte especially, considering a

pure devotee from a matenal point of

view Is very injurious. One should there-
fore avoid observing a pure devotee
externally. but should try to see the inter-
nal features and understand how he 1s
engaged in the transcendental loving
service of the Lord." This is the critena
by which we have come to understand
the exalted position of such devotees as
Srila Haridas Thakura our namacharya,
Srila Gaurakishora Das Babaji Maharaja,
the guru of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta
Saraswati Thakur, and all the great devo-
tees of the Lord. This same criteria
should be applied in understanding any
pure devotee.

We are cautioned not to look too
closely at the previous life of a devotee
as we may be musled by our tendency to
see it with a mundane view leading us
into the minefield of vaishnava aparad-
ha where any step may bring disaster.
The pure devotees of the Lord should
always be seen as nitya siddha bhaktas,
that 1s they are eternally perfect devotees.
Although their external appearance may
show something of ordinary character,
even of lower character such as being
born in a low class family, we should
never see a devotee in terms of his birth
or other matenal distinctions.

Srila Haridas Thakur was born in a
family of Muhammadans and as such
he always considered himself as abom-
inable, so much so that he would not
even go near the temple of Lord

16

Jagganatha. what to speak of entering the
temple. As for his preaching we hear
very little of 1t discussed and therefore
might conclude 1t was not very exten-
sive. We do not hear that he established
many temples. printed or distributed
many books or even made many disci-
ples. Still he was considered a devotee
of such exalted qualities and character-
istics that Sr1 Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
praised him extensively. Srila Haridas
Thakura has given us the definitive trea-
tise on the glories of the holy name,
offenses to the holy name and nama
bhasa. Referring to Srila Haridas
Thakura. Srila Sanatana Goswami said
apane acare keha. na kare pracara.
pracara karena keha, na karena acara.
"Some behave very well but do not
preach the cult of Krishna conscious-
ness. whereas others preach but do not
behave properly. acara, ‘pracara’.-nam
era karaha ‘dui’ karya. You simultan-

“If our own
preaching is
to be successful
we must be
particularly
careful to avoid
offenses to the
holy name.”

eously perform both duties in relation to
the holy name by your personal behav-
ior and by your preaching." And
tumi-sarva-guru, tumi jagatera arya
"Therefore you are the spiritual master
of the entire world, for you are the most
advanced devotee in the world."

Srila Handas Thakura certainly was
a great preacher as evidenced by his
potency to convert the two women who
came to entice him into pure devotees.
In another instance while visiting the
home of Balarama Acharya in

Chandapura. Handas Thakura was asked
to speak about the glories ot the Holy
Name in an assembly of learned schol-

ars. There he defeated the learned brah-
man Gopala Cakravarti who could nor
accept that just a glimpse ot the holy
name (nama bhasa) could grant libera-
tion. While these incidents are well
known. we have not heard ot Handas
Thakura organizing a massive preaching
campaign. Yet. Srila Sanatana Goswami
referred to him as sarva guru the guru ot
everyone and jagatera arya "the mosi
advanced devotee within this world”
We should therefore try to understand a
devotee’s position according to his shrad-
ha or faith in Krishna.

Furthermore, in looking on the lives
of great devotees we should be very
careful not to make the mistake of ana-
lyzing them as "higher” and "lower”. In
Chaitanya Charntamrta Srila Knishna
das Kaviraj writes caitanya-gosanira
yata parishada-caya "Sri Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu had many many associ-
ates". guru-laghu-bhava tanra na hava
nishcaya "But, none of them should be
considered as higher or lower. This can-
not be ascertained". Even the great devo-
tees in the line of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
could not distinguish between the greater
and the lesser. yata vata mahanta kaila
tan-sabara ganana keha karibare nare
Jyeshtha-laghu-krama. Then what to
speak of ourselves. we should be
extremely cautious about forming opin-
ions or making statements regarding the
superiority of one devotee over another.
especially if they are amongst the rank
of our Gurudeva. Although Srila
Prabhupada spoke very critically of
many of his own Godbrothers he warned
us that we should regard the Godbrothers
of the spiritual master almost equally
with our own spiritual master.

If our own preaching is to be suc-
cessful we must be particularly caretul
to avoid offenses to the holy name. The
first and most dangerous is vaishnava
ninda or offending the devotees of the
Lord. The devotees are the carriers and
guardians of the Lord's holy name. [f
we offend them the holy name will be
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Srila Bhakti Siddhanta saw this as
evidence that Srila Prabhupada under-
stood his thinking perfectly and was so
pleased with it that he began showing it
to all of guests f Srila
Prabhupada’s Godbrothers compared
f Srila Rupa
imi priyah so yam knishna... that
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derment that Sri Rupa could know his
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ira Maharaja by arranging for

tings and programs as he had done
n Bombay. At imes when Snla Snidhara
Maharaja was 1l Snla Prabhupada would
lead the programs.

[n 1944 Snla Prabhupada began pub-
lishing Back to Godhead magazine in
English and would go out himself to
to lack of funds,
were many times he would not be
Srila Govinda
Maharaja best describes the times when

Srila Prabhupada was living at 6 Sita

but. due

ble to print an 1ssue

ta Bannerjee Lane in Calcutta:
"He was always trying to preach to
others in order to break their egoistic
mentalities and bring them to Krishna
consciousness. At that time I was sur-
prised that a householder with little
money was doing what the sannyasis
ind brahmacaris were not... Whenever
he would write something, a letter, a
pampbhlet, a book, he would show it to
Srila Guru Maharaja and myself. In
1944 he published a magazine called
Back to Godhead but their was no one
there to distribute it. So all the copies

remained in his otfice

Snla Guru Maharaia and | were

[ had ust

1ed the movement. so he asked me.
"(aurendu. can vou distribute these
magazines.’: And I replied. “Yes. [ can

distribute them.’

Srila Guru Maharaja gave me the

order that | should learn Srimad
Bhagavad Gita in the mornings from
So [ studi

Bhagavad Gita with Srila Swami

Srila Swami Maharaja

Maharaja. At that time [ was only dis-

#r

ng three books
Maharaja's Sn

Jivanamrtam. But when I got the Back

One was Srila

Guru Prappana
to Godheads. which were published in
English. I felt very proud that [, an 1llit-
erate village boy, should get the oppor-
tunity to distribute an English maga-
zine. When [ went door to door, 1f any-
one would give me four paisa. then |
would give them a Back to Godhead.
[n this way, the first Back to Godhead
distribution program started....

[ have gotten the inspiration to preach
from Srila Swami Maharaja. His enthu-
siasm and dedication in the preaching
field I have seen. Nobody could under-
stand that when he was a householder
his future was to be a grand guru of the
whole world. Only Srila Guru Maharaja
was encouraging him n this way....

[for his business] He invented and
marketed many different medicines. But
when the customers came, he would
preach Krishna consciousness instead
of doing business. Many of the cus-
tomers left thinking. ‘What business
does he really want to do?” He was
always preaching Krishna conscious-
ness. His nature was very strong and he
was very fearless. People like Gandhi
and Nehru were at the very top of soci-
ety in India but he did not care. He is
teaching them. They are not accepting
his teaching, but he doesn’t care. Again
and again he is pushing Knishna con-
sciousness, hammering Krishna con-
sciousness into them. Thus, he became
a failure in every way in his business
life. Seeing this, his sister, Pishima. told
him. *Brother, it is not your life, this

usiness ke, Y o k
5 $S 5
S (s Y|
were |1 ving Srila Swami M
ouse \ . 3, 118 Cl
stayil = u

mavavada and sahajivava la. Thet

between Srila Sw | Sr
Guru Maharaja were ve 0
.'::"-\'.l_\\ many scriptur relerences
ctted. For the 12 vears we lived
Srla Swami Mal ese discuss

business, ne would leave nhis fam

would leave evervthing just 1

Srila Guru Maharaja fron

evening until the wee hours
ing."

“Srila Sridhara
Maharaja once
said, ‘We did not
Jjoin for the
grandeur of
the math but
for the ideal.’"

As time and
Prabhupada continued to publish Back

to Godhead and translated Bhagavad

money allowed >rila

Gita into English. He was always
preaching even in defiance of his wife’s
wishes and the interest ot his business
[n 1954 he left his family giving him
full opportunity to carry out his ambition
for preaching. He did a ¢ '

writing even though much of it v

1

not be published. In 1959 he accepted

sannyasa and in 1962 began working

Bhagavatam. By 1965 he managed to
translate and print the first three vol-
umes of Srimad Bhagavatam and. atter
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the samadhi mandir of

nta Saraswati Thakur

Prabhupada tried to establish a temple
but could not acquire the funds to obtain
1 building. While making this attempt he
preached to whomever he met and gave
classes and led kirtan at programs he
conducted from the apartments where he
lived. Finally when there was enough
support. he moved to 26 Second Avenue
where he had his own apartment and a
storefront that could be devoted solely to
his preaching programs. Now he had a
real base from which to operate, he had
imtiated disciples, and he incorporated
the International Society for Krishna
Now

somewhat tenuous, was

his mission,

nsciousness

aithougn stll
established in the West. It was tfrom here
that he began taking his kirtan parties out
to the public.

Sometimes we hear a type of criti-
cism from some gentlemen who seem to
think that we may not be a proper
preaching mission or, that they cannot be
enthusiastic to serve our mission because
we do not have a proper temple. large
Deities. many books, or many devotees.
[ hope that the histories presented here
may help them to understand how a
preaching mussion begins. Srila Sridhara
Maharaja’s mission began with him and
perhaps one other devotee in a one room
thatched worshipping
Govardhana Shila. Srila Prabhupada
began alone in a one room office with
no bathroom or kitchen, only a trunk
and three volumes of his Srimad
Bhagavatam. Anyone so shortsighted
as to maintain the above criticisms would
have been unable to join the early mis-
sions of Srila Prabhupada or Srila
Sridhara Maharaja seeing their supposed
shortcomings. It is ironic, however that
these same persons think themselves to
be devout followers of Srila Prabhupada
and Srila Sridhara Maharaja. Srila
Sridhara Maharaja once said "we did
not join for the grandeur of the math
but for the ideal.” We should always
remember these words.

cottage

Of course we cannot deny that we

nave our si f"‘.Ci'ﬂlEH;.\ but thev ire dil-

ferent from those pointed out above by

the erroneous fault finding arrogant ego-
1sm of certain gentleman. We may be
lacking as individuals in our dedication.
or our genuineness. but 1t should always
be remembered that we are operating
with the "full faith and credit” of our
divine guardians who are the ultimate
proprietors and guides of our mussion. It
1s they whom we are serving and those
that choose not to serve commit the

grave error that Srila Sridhara Maharaja
once described as "suspicion leading to

suspension”. In other words Sri
Chaitanya Saraswat Math 1s itself an
arm of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu's
preaching mission. Any doubt or sus-
picion that hinders our service to this
mission will certainly interrupt our spir-
itual progress. This matter may be best
explained by the Bhagavatam verse tad
vag visargo janatagha viplavo... We may
have many shortcomings in our pre-
sentation of the Absolute Truth yet those
who are honest and pure of heart cannot
help but appreciate our attempt.

In reviewing Srila Prabhupada’s
preaching activities | am encouraged.
seeing that our attempts bear some like-
ness to his. We have begun in a very

small and humble was

eradu:

same elen
same order. Bv the mercy

tees we have books and magazines |

broadcasting the message ot

sion. By the soodwill

we are holding
New York City. By tl

he grace of Sr1 St

programs I

Guru Gauranga we have our own Matl
although small, as a shelter for the des
tees and regular worship ot our De
Sri Sri Guru Gauranga Gandharvika
Gindhartu

Now almost exactly thirty vears after
Srila Prabhupada’s first kirtan sorties
to Thompkins Square Park. we

added a weekly program of hari na

sankirtan to our other preac

ties in New York. This simple pr

inaugurated by Sri Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu 1s known as the yuga dhar

ma or the religious practice specified

for this age of kali yuga. We are told in
Srimad Bhagavatam "krishna-varnam
tvishakrishnam. sangopan

shadam. yajnaih sankirtana-prayair

vajantt hi su-medhasa”. T

verse and all of us know 1ts meaning
"In this age of Kali. intelligent persons

perform congregational chanting to wor

ship the incarnation of the Lord wh

ish, He 1s Knishna Himself. He 1s accom-
panied by His associates. servants
weapons and confidential companions.”
We are accustomed to following

injunction by having regular sankirtan n
our temples and at our preaching pro-
grams and this is no doubt pleasing il
Lord and his devotees. Usually we think
of sankirtan simply as congregational
chanting, but Srila Sridhara Maharaja
has given us a more extensive explana-
tion of the derivation of sankirtan as
samyak and kirtan. Samyak means full
and kirtan of course means to chant.
but samyak means full in both quality
and quantity. In this instance we should
not just be concerned with increas

the quality of our chanting, pure ¢
fication free from nama aparadha and




the quantity

those who chant. In other words we
§iss

souid not just

III‘\\[\-“"—E.

chanting like the members of'a ¢

nurcn

joining together 1n song, but full con-

sregational che meaning every-

the whole world chanting.

ne chanting.

This 1s the real goal of our preaching

etfort. and what is preaching? It is the
second component of sankirtan. Srila
Sridhara Maharaja told us "kirtan means
shravanam, kirtanam. Kirtan

does not simply mean loudly chanting,

preaching.
but preaching. And preaching means
there must be a fight with the opposition
ty. Kirtan means a fight. Kirtan cre-
ates the divine vibration which will fight

all the ordinary vibrations that are
floating in this world in subtle and

waves."

with
gross
later he stressed the point even
further "So. preaching (sankirtan), and not

counting beads (japa), is the real service of

Krishna." And what should be the core
principle underlying our preaching effort?
That 1s given in Srimad Bhagavatam.
dharmah projjhita-kaitavo *tra paramo nir-
matsaranam satam... Completely reject-
ing all dharma (religion) which 1s tainted
with some selfish interest,
sent only the parama dharma. the highest
spiritual truth. Srila Bhakti Siddhanta char-
acterized this preaching spint in this way
"Gaudiya Math has declared totalitanan
against maya, illusion, and even all
other existing conceptions of religion." So,
our preaching must be with full faith that
nothing short of the absolute truth will
bring relief from material life.

The third component of sankirtan is
book distribution. Srila Bhakti Siddhanta
Saraswati Thakur stressed the publication
and distribution of vaishnava literature so
much that he named it brhad mrdanga, the
greater mrdanga. When this mrdanga 1s
beaten it may be heard not just for a few
feet or so, but it’s sound may be heard
around the world. Srila Bhakti Siddhanta
established his own press to print books,
magazines, and newspapers, and encour-
aged all his disciples to contribute to this
effort. We know how much Srila
Prabhupada stressed book distribution. We

we must pre-

war
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have also seen how jovous Srila Sndhara
Maharaja was to see his own books print-
ed and distnbuted. Snla Govinda Maharaja
i1s also pushing us to print and distribute
books and other literature as one ot the
most important elements ot our relief work.
When a book 1s given to someone 1t may
then go to another person. and another. It
may be given to someone in one city and
carried to another city, even state 1o state.
and country to country thereby increasing
our preaching capacity many fold. We
otten receive phone calls, letters. and vis-

ved a book

its from people who have recel

and, after reading it, become inquisitive
about devotional life. We feel excitement
and joy seeing their hearts awakened to
Krishna consciousness. This, in turn,
enlivens us to print and distribute more
books and the cycle continues.

Srila Bhakii Siddhanta’s idea for spread-
ing Krishna consciousness was that it
should be so thorough and complete that
there should be nowhere where maya
should be allowed to stand. Srila Sndhara
Maharaja expressed the idea, "This world-
wide grand mussion that will thnive like
anything. It will touch the heaven and cover
the world and other planets also.” And. on
another occasion he spoke, "the numbers
of soldiers should be increased. Just as

now they are doin:

s are increasing day at

year. They are increasing the mil
expense to fight wath the opposinon. So the
need of spinn ual soldiers are wanted

that from village to village everyone

every place should be hunted

approached. “Take the name or

And come under the tlag of Mahaprabh

and Swami Maharaja!” So let us

every man in every village and

them.

ind this will

This 1s life a
vitality of'the mussion.” This 1s our under-
»tandrw of the meaning of sankirtan
Snila Prabhupada gave a new shape
to the earth and new hope to the condi-
tioned souls by spreading the ~.1["-\"
movement of Sn Chaitanva \f thaprat

At first by his own preach

ing his disciples to preach
sankirtan party to th
distributing books and

e public. and \
[T‘,Ll:.-:"_lﬂfI]L_‘:\. Il d
scale never before seen. It began in New
York City and then enveloped the globe
Change occurred. but the transtormation 1s
far from complete. Now our Gur
|(\okint‘ to us. It 1s the dur

ilege of each of us to continue 1

which has already begun. In a letter to the
devotees of Santa Cruz Sripad Janardan
Maharaja expressed the point in an extra -
ordinary way:

"Our mussion 1s vital and necessary tor

everyone. [t is especially my personal vision
that Snila Prabhupada himself 1s looking
towards this mission, because 1t 1S our per-
sonal that Srila
Prabhupada’s preaching, as well as the line
of Snla Guru Maharaja. find their living
presence in the mussionary work of Srila
Govinda Maharaja. That is not to say that
nobody else is preaching. But we look
towards the mission of Srila Govinda
Maharaja with singular hope. and want to
dedicate our life force there with the feel-
ing that it is a small and necessary contri-
bution on our part.”

Following in the footsteps of our great

realization both

guru varga let us pray that we may assist
them 1n their nussion to build '.'nc world
1 a néw way. [‘u lr1\:0:3 It 2 new C n
the form of Krishna bhakt. =



unctions

Sripad Bhakti Pavana Janardan Maharaja

rila Guru Maharaj. the illustrious

Srila Bhaku Rakshak Sridhar

Dev Goswami Maharaj,
appeared on the Krishna Navami day of
the month of Damodar in the year
895, This is the day of the appear-
nce of the son of Nityananda Prabhu,

' hu. Srila A.C

Prabhupad

rdud

ippeared 1n this world, also on the

shna Navami day of the Vaishnay
nont kesh. a day known as
Sr1 Nandotsav, because 1t 1s the day

Sr1 Krishna Janmastami that

1

nad a grand restival

celebrate the appearance of his
1e Son. Srila Prabhupad appeared

that date in 1896

en two or more planets appear
he skv at the same time. it 1s referred

0 as a conjunction in astrology. So we
can say that there 1s certainly a Divine
onjunction of these great Acharyas in
the Gaudiva Vaishnava line of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswat1 Thakur,

ever combin

ing their endeav-

rs to save the conditioned, fallen souls
f this world. They may be seen as
coming together, as did Sri Gauranga
ind Sr1 Nityananda, to so kindly dis-

[ribute tne h‘.!_.-‘ih.."iT conceptions of

Mahaprabhu’s teachings, known only

T
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Srila (

,;ovinda Maharaja and Sripad Bha

true devotees who follow in the

\. la Rupa Goswam

Whoever

nese

two great

heir divine pres-

ence and :L‘;i\:fili'_:\. must be known as
1081 |l1 unate, and 1 s Tuture 1s IT.'lG.il'.‘i.'xi
brig 1S ‘;15'_'. back to home. back to

ing tlluminated by these

Lodnead

referred to the occa-

u Maharaj com-

We have often
n when Srila Gur

it Srila

mented th: Prabhupad was a
great personality
to directly represent the

At that ime. of course Snla Guru

avatar, a

shaktavesh

empowered
Lord
ollower and
la Bhakti Sundar Govinda

Mahara)'s most prominent
disciple. Sri
Dev Goswami Maharaj, was present.
winda Maharaj immedi-
itely astutely asked Snla Guru Maharay,
Srila
t openly declared
not like t¢

ynclusions

And Sri

1a (g

"He 1s whose shaktavesh avatar?"
\1 inar

a) had nc

¢ did

USE I
:'-_‘\c'.ll his ¢

Sometimes he left things

humbly
1sald, or e
ns. But

ktr Pavana Je

inardana Maharaja.

Prabhu."

much Srila
Prabhupad did to spread Sni Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu’s mission all over the

When we see how

world, so liberally giving out His divine
mercy as if it were water for the souls
of this world who are dying of thirst
in the desert of Kali yuga, we are
immediately reminded of the unlimit-
ed mercy that Sri Nityananda Prabhu
had when he roamed throughout
Bengal, entreating everyone to take
Mahaprabhu’s Name and mercy. And
we can also see the tendency, that desire
to the presence

Nityananda Prabhu, that
Prabhupad showed as he installed Sn
Sri Nitai Gauranga deities throughout

glorify of Sri

Srila

the world. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Saraswati Thakur had generally
Inst anga and
Sri Sr1 Radha Govinda. Srila

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupad pri-
marily installed Gour Nityanand:
Prabhu on one altar, and Sri Sn Radha
Krishna on another, in his temples

As Sri Nityananda Prabhu asked

veryone to chant the Names of

S0 (

Knshna 1s

reat ahar

tha

pla

L

Gauranga’s Name
the towns and villages

g 0f ¢

from all the

[ A >

\'."-.l‘ll,Ll -_"‘..'H‘.!' !:'.-._' N t K

[h: '
will b
by the Supreme mer I Sr
All eop 2 Wi \
1ow miserable being ¢ I
maya (or the 1SOry energ
become happy and the desire
Vaishnavas will be fultilled

"You have give e
perform this duty but [ have n
fication and | am ext
insignificant. T] why the
or Your mercy has awakened
heart. Today, You are the most
tant person in my life

"If I can get this power tro
then I will obtain this service
gurudev and my life will be
By attaining this service [ will be
and perhaps I will also get a con
with You which 1s a rare for

Srila Guru Mah ee

clated th

€ mission

was empowered to spread. He him

always gl

I

endeavor.

Mahara

=

e 1 Qeila Pral
1T1ed srila Fr
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ership. helped the Gaudiva Vaishnavas

in India, especially the followers of

Snla Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur,
to recognize and appreciate the work
done by Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupad on behalf of his spiritual
master.

Srila Guru Mahara) himself had a
divine communion with Sri Nityananda
Prabhu. Once when he was in
Ekachakra, the place where Sri
Nityananda Prabhu appeared in this
world, he prayed for Sri Nityananda
Prabhu’s mercy. At that time. Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur had
left this world, and Srila Guru Maharaj
was living in separation of his divine
master. absorbed 1n his own bhajan,
the solitary absorption in the internal
worship of the Lord. He was living in
Nabadwip. and he was reluctant to
accept disciples. feeling himself to be
unworthy of that responsibility. But
when he prayed to Lord Nityananda
Prabhu, he felt the direct presence of the
Lord. And the Lord communicated,
"You have so much of my mercy, and
yet you want more. You must distribute
that mercy to others." From that time
on, there was a change in Srila Guru
Mahara). He began to take a more mid-
dle course. Although he still showed
the reluctance of a humble Vaishnav
to put himself in a prominent position,
he gave his association to those who
were attracted to his fine theistic con-
clusions and also began accepting dis-
ciples.

Srila Guru Maharaj himself is a
great mine of Vaishnav conclusions,
and i1s most dear to Srila
Bhakuisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur, who
appreciated him as a fit person to prop-
erly present his divine teachings and
the deep realizations of the line of Sri
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and the great
acharyas, or teachers. He openly
expressed that on many occasions, and
when departing from this world. Srila
Saraswati Thakur showed his appreci-
ation for Srila Guru Maharaj by direct-
lv empowering him with the responsi-
bility of caring for and protecting the

line of Srila Rupa Goswami. Srila
Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur did
this when he asked to hear Sri Rupa
Manjar1 Pada from Srila Sridhar
Maharaj’s own mouth. Many of the
true followers of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Saraswati Thakur witnessed this dele-
gation of responsibility, and felt that
he chose Srila Guru Maharaj to
embody the true conclusions of Srila
Rupa Goswami: from that time on. they
themselves sought the shelter of Srila
Guru Mahara).

“Srila Guru
Maharaj often
remarked that

without the

mercy of Sri

Nityananda

Prabhu, it is not
possible to have
the mercy
of Gauranga.”

Previously, I mentioned that the
mercy of Srila Prabhupad and that of
Srila Guru Maharaj is like that of Sni
Nityananda Prabhu and Sri
Gaurangadev. Srila Govinda Maharaj
himself showed that sentiment when
he declared that he had the association
of Sri Nityananda Prabhu and Sri
Gauranga in the persons of Srila
Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaj and
Srila Guru Maharaj, Bhakti Rakshak
Sridhar Dev Goswami. We see in the
persons of Srila Prabhupad and Srila
Guru Maharaj the presence of these
two most mercitul Lords, who are ever
blessing this land. And we aspire to
follow in their footsteps as their disci-
ples.

Srila Guru Maharaj often remarked
that without the mercy of Sri

Nityananda Prabhu. 1t 1s not possible 1
have the mercy ot Sn Gauranza. He
said that for one who aspires to ente:
into the service of Sr1 Sr1 Radha
Govinda. 1t 1s only possible 1t one
recewves Sri Nitvananda Prabhu's bless-
ings. As Srila Narottam das Thakur
declares. nitaiver koruna habe. braje
radha krishna pabe: "Only when one
obtains the mercy ot Lord Nitvanada
can one approach Radha and Knshna in
Vrindaban." In the Sanskrit poetry
his  Sri Sriman Nitvananda-
self concludes. "Lord Gauranga per-
sonally embodies the madhura rasa ot
Sri S Radha Krishna and 15 alwavs
relishing that mood. But. O Nitvananda
Prabhu, if one does not worship Your
lotus feet, then all devotion and pravers
meant for that highest worship become
false and illusory. I worship Sri
Nityananda Chandra. who kindly
bestows mercy to the most tallen souls
by giving them the shelter of Sri
Gaurangadev."

Sri Raghunath das Goswam:
showed us the proper path. Many times
he had tmed to escape from the bondage
of his family life, and join S Chaitanva
Mahaprabhu in Jagannath Pur. but he
was always unsuccessful and forcetul-
ly constrained by his parents. They
even employed many guards to watch
over him and see that he did not run
off to join Lord Gauranga. But when he
worshipped Nityananda Prabhu’s lotus
feet at Panihati, and also served his
followers, then Raghunath Das was
granted Nityananda Prabhu’s blessings
and was able to join Mahaprabhu and
be granted the association of Sri
Swarup Damodar by Mahaprabhu
Himself.

[t is our mood that Snila Prabhupad
in guiding his disciples to the lotus feet
of Srila Guru Maharaj. gives them the
entrance into the deep mood and wor-
ship of Sri Gaurangadev that 1s
expressed in Sri Sriman Nityananda-
dvadashakam by Srila Guru Mahara.
That deep feeling and absorption in
the mood of Sni Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
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The [lighest

ilorimage

Satya Hari das Adhikari

amazing how a place as [ could see that the very sidewalks and  are always engaged in devotional s
ile and fallen as the New York streets had changed. New York began  in tull Krsna consciousness. are nevert
area can be so blessed by Lord to shine, all the locations that bore the be consideredas being in the mat
Nityananda as to have experienced the lotus feet of Govinda Maharaj radiat- world."[Krsna Book I pg. 3.
darshan and touch of the lotus feet of  ed and smiled. Whereever he went was All around Srila Govinda Ma
the two great Vaishnava acharyas: A.C the spiritual world. was transformed. The mundane became
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and "The pure devotees, who are always the transcendental. the ordinar
Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda absorbed in the thoughts of the tran- mystical. All spiritua
Maharay. Although it was not my good scendental lotus feet of Krsna and who  matenal were drawn nto the service

» to have had the darshan of Snla

upada. it has been my greatest : ‘
blessing to have felt the second wave of ‘
transcendental bliss in the presence of

Srila Govinda Maharaj,

Weeks before the arrival of Snla
Govinda Mahara; the devotee
g .';':pcxn:v: in New York was buzzing
with transcendental anticipation. This
was to hc a spiritual event that could
not be ignored by authentic Vaishnavas.
I'he materialists do not think such a
visit to be absolutely wonderful but
the Shastras (scriptures) leave no doubt.

Vianusvanam Sahasresu Kascid vatari

Siddhave Yatatam Api Siddhanam Kascin

nartan

The Supreme Lord said] Out of
nany thousands of men, one may
desire perfection. Out of thousands
of those who attain perfection, one
may know me 1in truth.[BG73]

When [ first glimpsed His Divine
Grace Bhaku Sundar Govinda Mahara),

3
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Krsna Himse
..... {rmu A ) yRURTaNd
m ..ll-ll
[he posit
vher. for the d
Lord Krsna s own selt
Chartanva Ca rita Adi-lila p100]
The obvious transcendental effect

that Mahara) had on those who came

r his holv darsan was breathtaking
\|l the audiences who came to his pro-

ms looked in awe, silence and bliss at

this self: ilgent Vaisnava as he deliv-
an words of Krsna and the
* St ‘.I“l‘LEL.'

The words he spoke

were full of mystic potency and puri-

hose who heard them

“The halls
were silent as
we hung on his
every word.”

Sadhunam Samact Hanam Sutaram Mat

rarmanam Darsanan No Bhaved-bandah
Prmso Kshoh Savitur Yatha
" 2 15 - 3 " =1 -o - MrT " 3
When one 1s face to face with the

sun, there 1s no lon darkness tor one’s

eyes. Similarly, when one is face to face
with a Sadhu who 1s tully determined
nd surrendered to the Supreme
Personality of the Godhead. Sn Krsna,
one will no longer be subject to mater-
1al bondage." [SB. 0.0.4]

I'he halls were silent as we hung on

his every word. He spoke of his many
vears of studving Bhagavad Gita with his
siksa guru A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, which he did on his guru’s
order. He spoke ot his association with
Srila Prabhupada with complete happi-
ness, as well as telling us what they
studied. These insights into Vaisnava
siddhanta brought us to new heights of
mystic understanding. We all knew that
Srila Govinda Maharaja did not make
this trip for any mundane reasons. He
did it on the order of his guru, Srila
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summit of all

Srila Govinda Maharaja: the

Snidhar Maharaja. He has no business
here except transcendental business.

Wahawta-Svabhava Ei Tarite Pamara
Nija-Kava Naitabu-van Tara Ghara

"It 1s the general practice of saintly
persons to deliver the fallen. Therefore
they go to people’s houses. although
they have no personal business there."
[C.C. Madhya 83D]

This visit was, for those who
expenenced it. truly amazing. In the
West, due to being over exposed to
Mmovies, Newspapers, magazines, etc.,
we find it hard to be impressed, but Srila
Govinda Maharaja must be seen by these
doubting Thomases. To have taken a
step toward this pure devotee was to
have received the benefit of having vis-
ited countless places of piligrimage
The Shastras tell us that such a saint is
indeed the highest pilgrimage.

Bhavad-Vidha Bhagavata Tirthi Bhutah
Suavam Prabho-tirthi Kuruanti Svantah
Stena Gadabhrtva

"Devotees are themselves the high-

pilgrimages

ing benedictior

Supreme Lord Krsna within their hea
Thus they punify the Holy places of pil-
egrimage as well as those who visit such
places." [S.B. 1.13.10]

The highest point of every gather-
ing was when Srila Govinda Maharaj
led us all in Kirtan

voice 1S sweet bt.’_\'l‘ﬂd remembrance

The sound of his

This cry of the pure devotee caused all
to break out in spontaneous chanting
and dancing. Even the most reticent
rose to their feet with arms up, jovous-
ly intoning the transcendental vibration

Yanhara-darasane Muke Aise Krsna
Nama Tanhare Jantha Tami Vaisna
Pradhana

"The top most Vaishnava 1s He
whose very presence makes others
the name of Krsna. He 1s superior to
all others." [C.C. Madhya 16.74]

This chanting with the pure devotee

chant

even once changes forever one’s place in

the material world. We could not believe



Srila Govinda Maharaja has

\f

ne ol NI

ed a Vaishi >Such a per-
son 1s worshippable and the top most

being. [C.C. Madhya 15./06]

> meeting of this great Vaishnava

We all felt this

was all too short tor us

1s the highest blessing. As a result
1scendental encounter of the
shest kind many were enlivened and

lter at his lotus feet. This

1e pure devotee 15 the highest

m Tuadrsa Dansanam Hi

Phalam Tuadrsa-gatrasangah Jihva
Phalam Tuadrsa-kirtanam Hi Suduriabha
Bhagavata Hi Loke

[Har1 Bhakti-Sudhodaya 13.2]

)
'0 Vaishnava! To see you 1s the per-

ection of the eyes. To touch your holy
eet 1S pertection of the body. To
brate vour holy qualities is the per-

ngue, to

it 1S very rare
ure devotee within the world."

1150 15 the conclusion of the

st eminent Vaishnava acaryars in

3 Divine  Grace A.C.
hakuvedanta Swami Prabhupada spoke
His Divine Grace Srila Sridhar
Maharaj in the most glowing terms: call-
g Sridhar Maharaj his siksa guru. This
same Sridhar Maharaj appointed His
Divine Grace Bhakti Sundar Govinda
Maharaj as his sole successor. So who
cannot accept this great Acarya? Who
can reject this pure devotee when
acaryas. shastra and sanga speak so

v of him?

Let us pray that all spiritualists,
mystics and transcendentalists will have
the loving association and instruction
of Srila Govinda Mahara). In this way

their lives will be perfec

Jai Gurudeva!

SRI

v
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